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Where Are We In 2020 And Where Are We Going?
by Kay Barnhill Bush, TTHS Class of 1961  

President of the Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 

It has been challenging these past several months as we navigate the pandemic,

civil unrest, academic education of our children at home, the destruction

caused by West Coast fires, the presidential election, and problems within our

surrounding communities.

What each of us CAN do as we deal with these challenges is to remember that we are in this together.

Staying informed, advocating, volunteering, and donating; we need to support one another – large or small –

in any way that we can. As Americans we can unify to meet all these challenges.

Locally, the Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund has been similarly affected by the pandemic. While we had to

cancel our Hall of Fame event for 2020 due to COVID-19, we shall resume the event in 2021. Harvey

continues to have economic difficulties and of course, Thornton Township High School is affected by these

difficulties. The Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund will maintain our goals and move forward to bring to TTHS

our support and monies for vital programs needed for the students’ educational welfare. YOU can be a part

of these programs by supporting TALF financially. There is a form in this newsletter for your convenience

in donating. This monetary support provides opportunities for Thornton students equal to the best public

school districts, and that includes students living in a pandemic world.

In our 16th year, I reflect on the achievements of TALF – from our very modest beginnings to over

$1,000,000 in donations from our generous donors, $450,000 donated back to Thornton through various

projects, $500,000+ in our endowment funds plus thousands of dollars awarded in scholarships to our

student population, and $68,000 in checking. Our goal is to continue to donate back to TTHS 30,000+

yearly. From a diesel engine program, speech campaign involvement, athletic equipment, sponsorship of

various after-school clubs, a new machine shop program, video club, Rho Kappa National Social Studies

Honor Society, renovation of the Lou Boudreau Trophy Room,  just to name a  few – we have begun to

achieve some of the goals we anticipated when we began TALF. All past donations to TTHS are listed on

our website at https://tthsalumnifund.wordpress.com.

Our scholarship programs are expanding so that in 2021 we will have the Marv Austin/LaMarr Thomas

Scholarship ($12,000 over a 4-year period of time), LaMarr Thomas Scholarship ($5,000 for one year),

Boykin/Doss Scholarship ($1,000 for one year), and the Bryan Purden Scholarship ($500 for one year).

We sincerely look forward to visiting with all of you

at our 2021 Hall of Fame event and I encourage you to

be a part of our ongoing legacy to the current and

future students at Thornton. Despite the many

challenges we’ve all experienced in 2020, we all have

fine memories of Thornton – let’s stand together and

pass them on to the next generation of Thornton

alumni.
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TALF as of September 1, 2020 has $501,000 invested at Ameriprise and another $60,000 in current

checking accounts. We are committed to providing $15,000 in scholarships for college bound TTHS

graduates and spending more than $30,000 for enrichment programs at TTHS from these existing funds. 

In recent years we have not received enough in annual donations and Alumni Day surplus to meet these

regular giving goals. It has been easy to simply take the shortfall from our endowment account at

Ameriprise. That account has been rising along with the general stock market, letting us seem to be

preserving our endowment even though we have been spending more than we are bringing in.  

We all know the stock market cannot continue to rise forever at the current pace. When the stock market

stalls, we will face a difficult choice. If we maintain our giving goals without increasing the annual revenue,

we will end up impairing our endowment. This will threaten our long term goal of meaningfully and

predictably supporting TTHS students. Our plans only work if we can reduce our spending from the

endowment to 4% of our funds (roughly $20,000 per year) and increase our annual donations to $10,000 or

$20,000, thus maintaining a sustainable level of donation for the foreseeable future. 

The more TALF supporters who donate, the more TALF can channel to current programs at TTHS while

preserving our ability to remain a source of support for TTHS programs long into the future. We need more

donations as a safety factor, a vaccination of funds to assure we can continue to donate at a meaningful level

without significantly decreasing the long-term assets of TALF.

Enrichment programs and scholarships from TALF open new horizons and raise expectations within these

new horizons for students at TTHS. Harvey and the surrounding communities of Riverdale, Dolton,

Phoenix, and others remain some of the poorest communities in Illinois. The level of service provided by the

towns, the amount spent per student, the increasingly limited extra-curricular activities offered at the

schools, and the low average income of the residents of the area all contribute to the limiting of enrichment

activities available to TTHS students. Organizations like TALF with a connection to these communities

must draw on resources from outside of the community; we all must stay involved. TTHS students face an

increasingly bleak outlook if this outside support disappears.  

This newsletter, if read by everyone on our mailing list, will touch approximately 1,000 people. If some of

us send it on to others not on our mailing list, more than 2,000 people are likely to have a chance to respond.

With this many people involved, it wouldn’t take very much on the part of each individual to raise a

substantial amount. If everyone sent only $20 in support, we would raise $20,000; then, combined with

our withdrawal from the endowment, TALF could give $40,000 to TTHS. 

TALF Funds COVID-19 Resistant As of
8/31/20, But Needs $$$ Vaccination 

by Eric Fox, TTHS Class of 1969 

Treasurer of the Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund

A rising tide raises all boats and that statement also applies to

the stock market.

NOVEMBER 2020 Page 2

And, of course, we hope that those of you who can will PLEASE send

more than $20. These are difficult times with massive disruptions in

employment and how our jobs will look in the future. For those who

can, please give and help fund TALF, enabling us to help prepare

students for the challenges lying ahead.

"Everywhere we look, caring 
hands have preceded us."

-George Bernard Shaw 



The objective of this plan was to locate a place to start up this machine shop and so Room T108 in the

Technical Building was selected. This would be a four-year curriculum and would also include all District

205 High Schools (Thornwood and Thornridge) as well as South Suburban College.  This would allow for

larger class sizes and the teaching of evening classes.

Thornton had machine shop courses in the 1930’s up through and past the 1950’s and were then abandoned,

as Thornton didn’t want to be known as a “Trade School.” The program will provide not only jobs for the

students, but careers as well. The purpose of this program will be to graduate students who will be trained

in the operation of CNC (Computer Numeric Controlled) machinery, manual machinery, aspects of

measurement and inspection procedures, and basic STEM classes. Thornton is expecting a 90% plus

graduation rate, and this program will bring jobs back to America.

TALF was started 15 years ago by alumni who wanted to enrich the educational opportunities at Thornton

Township High School. TALF has given over $330,000 to enrichment programs at the school ranging from

the purchase of musical instruments to speech camps and calculator purchases for the advanced math class.  

They allocate about $30,000 a year for these programs and they have over half a million dollar endowment

goal that will allow them to continue for many years in the future. Their largest and most successful

program was a partnership between TALF, Navistar, and Thornton Township High School that was the

start of the Diesel Mechanics Curriculum in District 205. This program graduates between 35/40 students

per year and has a 95% completion rate.

Machinists

Tool & Die Makers

Illinois

Chicago, Naperville-Elgin 

Kankakee

$45,740 ($22/hour)

$53,920 ($27/hour)

$44,420 ($21.36/hour)

$40,760 ($20.38/hour)

$41,970 ($21/hour) 
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It might be interesting to note that the Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund

(TALF) has undertaken a plan designed to implement a machine shop

curriculum at Thornton. TALF has given District 205 a check for

$130,000 to help with the buildout of Room T108 in the Technical

Building that involves a new double overhead door and electrical wiring.  

The first class was started in the fall of 2019.

Due to the current pandemic situation unfortunately

the classes have been shut down and there is no

indication as to when they will resume in the fall. As

of now the school is empty, but hope is that it will

reopen when things calm down. A good portion of the

machinery has been purchased, but there is still some

that still needs to be installed. Initial work required

that the vinyl floor tile had to be removed and the

floor scraped and coated with clear coat with sand in 

Thornton Machine Shop Program Update 
by Richard W. Condon, TTHS Golden Anniversary Class of 1949 
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PHOTOS: A Look at the New Machine Shop | Courtesy of Brett Fickes, TTHS District Office 

it to prevent slipping. TALF has worked over five years to get this program underway.



Online Resources

While having access to technology and the internet is vital for students to fully participate in the remote

learning experience, the District realizes that these tools may not be available to every student. To help

overcome any technology barriers, the District has provided each student a Chromebook computer. A

Chromebook is a special laptop computer that uses the internet instead of a printed textbook. Our faculty and

students utilize Google Classroom – a universal classroom that is designed to provide a virtual resource to

engage our students. We have reached out to both Comcast and T-Mobile, who have donated internet access

and Wi-Fi hotspots to our students and families. By partnering with these internet providers, we can provide

internet access and lower the costs for our district families.

Extra-Curricular Activities

The remote learning plan addresses the need to maintain a school community while supporting students’

social, emotional, and academic growth. By fostering connections among classmates and facilitating

interactions with teachers, the District’s plan is designed to help make the transition from traditional to remote

learning as seamless as possible. Students are now able to participate in extra-curricular classes such as science

club, speech team, yearbook, and art club. Our faculty has been very creative in providing these activities to

our students.

Start Time

At the beginning of the semester, we adjusted the start time so that all District students start their school day at

the same time. In the past, we scheduled two different start times depending on the grade the student was in.

Our students all begin their day at 8:30 a.m. and faculty are available from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. This change has

resulted in positive results. Modifying our start time affords all students the opportunity to take seven full

courses each year. This will allow students to earn additional credits in courses such as art, foreign language,

and music. The additional courses will help our students become more attractive to colleges and universities,

and potentially increase their scholarship opportunities.

Planning Days

We regularly meet with other high schools in the area to share our challenges and successes with each other.

Educators from across the region have commented that our E-Learning Plan is the one of the best they have

seen. We are happy to share with other high schools this plan and also learn from them regarding remote

learning. We are all committed to providing the best possible education during this challenging time. Our

faculty also meets during Remote Learning Planning Days. We share what is working and how we can support

each other during these meetings.

We hope that with each day, the process of remote learning becomes a little easier and more familiar to all of

our students. We are committed to keeping our students and community safe while continuing our goal of

providing the education our students and their families deserve.

District 205 E-Learning Update
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Submitted by District 205

Thank you for continuing to be our partners in education. There are times in

life when our resiliency is tested and we may question whether or not we

can come through the other side. This year has become one of those times.

However, with the support of the District 205 faculty, staff, and families,

we believe we have created a positive remote learning experience for our

students. The transition to E-Learning has been both challenging and

rewarding. We have made the safety of our students and staff a priority - as

well as the community at large. Our schools are now part of the solution of

reducing the spread of the COVID-19 virus because of our actions



through scripture memorization. John graduated from Lincoln Elementary, Salem Lutheran Middle, Calvin

Christian Elementary, and Thornton Township High School. He received his bachelor’s degree in business

administration from Chicago State University, his master’s degree in public administration from Harvard

University, and his Type 75 Administrative Certification in educational leadership from Western Illinois

University. 

John married Joy Lewis on August 4, 1990. From their union four children were born, two girls and two boys.

John was an involved parent. He diligently promoted his children’s education and took great pride in the fact

that they all attained a college education. He also supported his children by attending all their graduations and

sporting events and was their coach and biggest cheerleader (almost to the point of embarrassment).

John Arrington was truly an example of leadership through service. After completing college, he returned to

his community – rolled up his sleeves and got to work. He started his professional career working at Blue

Cross Blue Shield. During this time, he served as a community organizer for the South Suburban Action

Conference with President Barack Obama. After years of organizing the community John was elected

Alderman of the Second Ward in the City of Harvey, Illinois and served in said capacity for two terms prior to

moving to Massachusetts to attend Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Public Policy. 

John Arrington’s passion was his ministry and abiding faith in God. This passion permeated everything he did

in both his private and professional life. God touched the world through John Arrington and the many lives he

encountered and programs he organized, produced, or directed. This was most evident as he assumed the role

of senior pastor of Bethel Gospel Tabernacle Church in Harvey, Illinois after the passing of his father the late

Harold Arrington, Sr. Thornton Township High District 205 was part of the last chapter of John Arrington’s

career. John served as Director of Human Resources and College and Career programs over the more than 10

to 15 years he served as an administrator in the district. He worked so hard to provide substantive college and

career programs to prepare District 205 graduates for quality lives post-high school. He was so gratified that

his own children matriculated Thornton Township High School and experienced great success in college and

post college opportunities. The District is truly grateful for his service.

It was an honor and privilege to work with and learn from John Arrington. He will always have a place in the

history of the district and community. His death was tragic and shocking; however, he has run the race and

ran a good race focused on service to others. We say farewell to our friend and colleague. He will justly be

missed.

A Tribute to John Arrington
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The Wildcat family suddenly lost a pillar of the community, a proud

alumnus of Thornton Township High School, dedicated District 205

administrator and humble clergyman. Our district and community

suddenly lost Mr. John Arrington this past summer, leaving a void in the

hearts of everyone who knew him. He had a disposition focused on

servant leadership and made a profound impact on the community that

he served. John Arrington was a devoted father, husband, pastor, and

advocate for those who did not have a seat at the table or were not

invited into the room.

John Arrington was born on August 31, 1960, to Pastor Harold and

Mother Barbara Arrington. He was the fourth of nine siblings. His

parents, especially his mother, raised him to treasure the Word of God 

by Dr. Jerry Doss, TTHS Class of 2000



In July of 2020, Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund made the difficult decision to cancel the 2020 Alumni Day

and Hall of Fame Celebration originally scheduled for Friday, November 6, 2020. This decision was made

with the health and safety of our attendees, honorees, and supporters in mind as we endure the COVID-19

pandemic. Here are some answers to questions you may have about nominations and plans for 2021.
 

What happens to the nominations submitted for the Hall of Fame Class of 2020?

All nominations received for 2020 will be held and considered for the Hall of Fame class of 2021. 

Is there a date for the event in 2021?

The tentative date for next year's Alumni Day is Friday, October 29, 2021. Please pencil us into your

calendars and we will keep you updated on further details via our website, email service, and social media

prior to sending official save the date cards. This may change depending on COVID-19 restrictions in 2021.

How can I stay connected with TALF?

Additionally, TALF has plans to connect with supporters through our mass emailing service, Constant

Contact, with updates from the school, our efforts as a nonprofit, and with ways you can support our

mission. To stay in the loop, be sure to sign up on our website at https://tthsalumnifund.wordpress.com.

Make sure you include your mailing address upon registration for future correspondence.

ALUMNI DAY
T H O R N T O N  A L U M N I  L E G A C Y  F U N D  

& Hall of Fame Celebration

Help Repair Seats - VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

Thornton’s gymnasium is ranked among the top 10 in the state of Illinois. The gym is an outstanding

facility and a treasure to the community. However, the permanent seating in the upper level is

showing its age.  

Plans are being finalized to remove the seats, move them to the large wood shop at Thornridge where

the seats will be reworked to a like-new condition, and then return to Thornton. The district would

appreciate community help in handling the large number of boards involved and in manning the

assembly line needed to handle expeditiously this job. A time lapse film will be made of this

renovation so please help and memorialize yourself while visiting with friends in the gym renovation.  

To volunteer leave a message on the TALF website at https://tthsalumnifund.wordpress.com and

we will contact you as plans for the seat renovation are finalized.
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Austin/LaMarr Thomas Scholarship

Vincent Rios II of Harvey, Illinois, received the prestigious Austin/LaMarr Thomas Scholarship award

in 2020. This scholarship awards a total of $12,000 to the recipient - $3,000 for four years. Vincent

played baseball for four years and was the captain of the team his senior year. He also played basketball

and football during his years at TTHS. Vincent is attending Eastern Illinois University where he is

studying Engineering. Vincent was on the TTHS honor roll for four years, worked on the Junior

Achievement program, and participated in several other community-based activities. He ranked 23 in

his graduating class. We are proud of Vincent and wish him well on his future achievements.

Bryan Purden Scholarship

DeMarco Minor received the Bryan Purden Scholarship through the basketball team where he was a

valuable team member. This scholarship is $500 for one year and is awarded to a basketball team

member. The sponsorship of this scholarship is through the estate of Bill Purden, former renowned

basketball coach at Thornton. DeMarco is attending Milwaukee Technical School in Wisconsin. We

extend our congratulations to DeMarco and look forward to hearing about his future accomplishments.

For information about our scholarships and eligibility, visit https://tthsalumnifund.wordpress.com. 

I would like to support TALF financially in the amount of  $ ______________.

Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________    Email: ____________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip Code:  ________________________________________________________

by Kay Barnhill Bush, TTHS Class of 1961  

President of the Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 

D O N A T E  T O  T H E  L E G A C Y

2020 Scholarship Recipients 
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We are living in unprecedented times, and more than ever donations from supporters like you are

crucial in sustaining our mission  to support TTHS. Please consider making a donation today. 

Please send this form with checks made payable to Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund to the following address:

Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund

P.O. Box 998

Mokena, Illinois, 60448

Additional ways to support TALF (i.e. PayPal) are available on our website: https://tthsalumnifund.wordpress.com
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