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Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund News
“Everywhere we look, caring hands have preceded us.” 

—G.B. Shaw

2014 Alumni 
Day was 
Heartwarming 
and Humorous
On Friday, May 2, 2014, we once again 

celebrated a fantastic Alumni Day with 
the induction of remarkable Thornton 

Township High School alumni into the TTHS 
Hall of Fame. We hope you didn’t miss it!

The afternoon began with a program as-
sembly in Thornton’s beautiful auditorium. 
The event MCs were seniors Brianna Herron 
and Thomas Tang. Many teachers brought 
their classes to hear the inspiring speech 
from 2012 Hall of Fame inductee Dr. Michael 
Thomas ’76, Professor of Medicine & Chief 
of the Division of Reproductive Endocrinol-
ogy at the University of Cincinnati College 
of Medicine. 

The Hall of Fame inductees were intro-
duced while proud family members, friends, 
former classmates and future alumni looked 
on in admiration. Their photographs were 
displayed in the 2014 Wall of Fame amid 
roaring applause, tears, smiles and hugs. 
Many more pictures were snapped by and 
with friends and family. It was a wonderful, 
very touching display of Wildcat support 
and pride. 

A delicious lunch was provided by the 
students in the culinary curriculum under 
the direction of Chef Shane Parker. Alumni 
were privileged to tour the recently renovat-
ed Lou Boudreau Room in the gymnasium 
and the Navistar Diesel Technology Program 
in the T-Building. Some went looking for 

Friday, May 8 
2015 Annual Alumni Day/ 
Hall Of Fame Celebration

facebook.com/thorntonalumni www.tthslegacyfund.com

GOLF IS BACK
SAVE THIS DATE

MONDAY, AUGUST 31

CALUMET COUNTRY CLUB

Your 2015 HOF Inductees
Alumni
Kathy Bankhead, Esq., 1976—Assistant State’s Attorney
Dorothy Bryant, 1966—Educator               
Eddie Ireland**, 1942—Businessman
Carol Vandenberg Lukert, 1949—Educator
Lou Macaluso, 1969—Author and Motivational Speaker 
Dr. LaVonne Brown Ruoff, 1948—University Professor
LaMarr Thomas, 1966—Writer/Researcher 
Dr. Charles Truby**, 1956—Management Consultant

Faculty
Dr. James Clark
Linda Franklin
Jack Lipe**—Thornton Athletic Director
Grace Scott**

Y ou are cordially invited to celebrate the 6th Annual 
Alumni Day and Hall of Fame celebration on Friday, 
May 8, 2015. Join us to welcome the new Hall of Fame 

inductees, celebrate and visit with old friends, eat, dance and 
reminisce.

The afternoon program including the Hall of Fame induc-
tion reception and ceremony will begin at 12:00 noon at the 
auditorium entrance of Thornton Township High School, 
150th and Broadway, Harvey.

The evening celebration will begin at 4:00 p.m. with 
drinks, dinner, dancing and of course a few speeches at 
Idlewild Country Club, 19201 Dixie Highway in Flossmoor.

If you missed it last year, don’t miss it again!

Alumni Day 2015
Keynote Speaker
Bob Caress, ’61
•	Noted	Athlete	
•	Business	Leader	
•	Board	Member,		

Andy	Caress	Melanoma	
Foundation

May 8, 2015
Register Online
tthslegacyfund.com

Photos on pp. 6-7

Article continued on p. 3

** Denotes deceased



By Kathy Bankhead, Esq. ‘76
President

When I graduated from TTHS in 1976 as a bicentennial grad, 
I left for college equipped with the tools for success and 
seldom looked back. 

I took the excellent academic preparation that I received in high 
school for granted; an education that enabled me to stroll into classes 
on my first day of college with 12 hours (CLEP) toward graduation 
tucked neatly into my academic pocket. 

Years later, it occurred to me that thanks to 
my TTHS Hall of Fame English teachers, Erin 
Roper (Ms. Hartman) and Linda Palcek (Ms. 
Blair), I had a rich foundation in grammar that 
sustained me through college and law school. 
Mr. Rush Curtioff, our debate coach and cool-
est teacher on this planet, taught Hugh Bach-
man, Geri Redican, Dave, Steve and LeAnne 
Faulkner, Blaise Lewis, Paul Cerovski, Marty 
Mollwav, Fred Zakula, Karen Terwilliger, me 
and so many others, research skills, deductive reasoning, rhetoric, 
logic and much more. 

Did I mention that I’m a trial lawyer today because of the prepa-
ration I received in high school? 

I sat behind valedictorian Norman Jouppi in self-directed biology 
and shared classes with the equally brilliant Elizabeth Cornwall and 
Mary Sue Sledd. Consistently, they ruined the curve for me, but their 
academic prowess pushed me to compete. 

My dear friend, Dr. Guthrie Ramsey ’76 (2011 Hall of Fame In-
ductee), spent much of his time in the music department at Thorn-
ton. He is currently a professor of music at an Ivy League university 
on the east coast. 

My brother, Kenneth ’79, and my sister, Karen ’83, elected to take 
advantage of the vocational programs. He followed Thornton’s 
Electronics Curriculum. She graduated in three years working two 
jobs through the Diversified Occupations (DO) program. Both are 
employed in middle-class occupations. 

Numerous other graduates who participated in Home Economics 
Related Occupations (HERO) and Distributive Education (DE) pro-
grams or vocational curricula went right from high school to work. 
Many other TTHS graduates enrolled in and matriculated at colleges 
and universities throughout the country. 

After a two-hour conversation standing in a Hyde Park Walgreens 
a few years ago with Pamela D. Barnes ‘79 (TALF Board member), I 
realized that despite the resilience of generations of TTHS students 
who overcame significant personal economic challenges and social 
upheavals to become successful, the Wildcat legacy was faltering and 
Wildcat pride was on the line. 

Many TTHS students continue to survive and flourish in the face 
of systemic financial disadvantages resulting in devastating educa-
tional cuts. However, if they are to experience the prodigious success 
of past generations, we must meet their hard work with resources 
and opportunities to achieve. We weathered many storms, but re-
cently the forecast has become catastrophic, threatening to break the 
abiding and binding legacy of which we are so proud, Wildcats. 

Unlike more affluent school districts, diminishing tax revenues 
have been economically calamitous for our high school alma mater. 
This is why I am calling for your attention, for your time, for your 
talent and for your treasure. 

Our young people deserve, at least, the same educational op-
portunities that propelled us. Will we provide the caring hands that 
enrich the educational lives and secure bright futures for generations 
of TTHS students to come? 

Wildcats are calling. How will we answer?

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Wildcats are Calling
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In 2006 the Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 
hosted its first big fundraising event. 
Tom Dreesen ‘57, comedian, author, 

philanthropist, and one of Thornton’s most 
illustrious alumni, performed his one-man 
show in the auditorium before a soldout 
crowd.

Present that night were several other 
alumni who at that time had made, and 
would continue to make, substantial 
donations to TALF. They were Dan Ustian 
‘68, the Chairman and CEO of Navistar, 
highly successful attorney Fred Bartlit, Jr. ‘50, 
Jane Martin ’67, and Fred Furth ‘52. 

Living in California at the time, Fred 
flew in on his private jet with his Great 
Dane Brandenburg, and brought wine from 
Chalk Hill, his California winery, for VIPs 
to enjoy after the show. At the performance, 
he spoke of his times growing up in Harvey 
and what his Thornton education had given 
him. He remembered teachers and events 
from Thornton’s history and his own, in 
a lively and inspirational talk. Fred heard 

TALF President Jane Martin speak of TALF’s 
goal of establishing a one million dollar 
endowment. To the utter astonishment of 
those on the TALF Board, Fred announced a 
contingent gift of $100,000: $50,000 payable 

when the endowment reached the level of 
$450,000, and $50,000 payable when the 
endowment reached $950,000.

By September 2014, TALF’s endowment 
had reached the $450,000 mark, and he made 
good on his promise by presenting a check 
for $50,000 to Board members Lorna Propes 
’62, LaMarr Thomas ’66 and Chris LaVette-
Thomas ’66, at a dinner at his home in Lake 
Forest.

After leaving Thornton, Fred attended 
Drake University, earning both a BA in 
Economics and Accounting and later a law 
degree from the University of Michigan. 
Fred has had a distinguished career as 
an attorney. Acknowledged as one of the 
nation’s great trial lawyers, he has served 
as lead counsel in various multi-district 
litigation national antitrust class actions. His 
greatest passion is to advocate for the rights 
of injured and disenfranchised citizens.

Thornton is proud of Fred Furth for his 
accomplishments, and grateful to him for his 
generosity. 

Fred	Furth	accepts	photos	of	himself	in	the	cast	of	
Thornton	production	of	“A	Connecticut	Yankee	
in	King	Arthur’s	Court.”	Board	member	Lorna	
Propes	‘62	and	Past	President	and	now	Treasurer	
Eric	Fox	‘69	presented	Fred	with	this	gift	from	
TALF.

Alumnus Fred Furth ‘52 Boosts Legacy Fund Endowment



By Eric Fox, ‘69
Treasurer

HALF A MILLION DOLLARS!!!

E arly on in the formation of TALF, it was determined that through 
the generous support of Thornton Township High School alumni 
we could raise at least ONE MILLION DOLLARS to create a 

legacy of support for student education at our high school alma 
mater.  We are grateful to the alumni who have 
contributed and continue to do so. Recent 
donations include:

The Class of 1964 which celebrated their 50-
year reunion in 2014 joined the Vanguard 300;

Gifts in honor of the Honorable Lorna 
Propes’ milestone birthday; and

A gift from Richard Charles Stockwell’s 
family in memorial. Richard was a retired 
lieutenant in the Harvey Fire Department and 
former TTHS baseball coach.

Thanks to end-of-year gifts and an extremely generous donation 
from attorney Fred Furth ’52 we are on our way.  Thornton Alumni 
Legacy Fund accounts are now more than $500,000.  

Since the start of TALF, alumni have contributed more than 
$800,000. Excluding the endowment and expenses, almost a 
quarter of a million dollars have been allocated for current student 
enrichment. TALF also gives financial assistance to individual 
students through the Marv Austin Scholarship and the Bryan Purden 
Scholarship. The TALF board is all volunteer. Therefore, more than 
85 percent of all contributions go to either the endowment or current 
student enrichment programs, projects, services and materials.

This year, TALF committed to contribute $25,000 over five years 

to the newly designated Media Center. This will be a major student 
enrichment expenditure from 2015 to 2020. The Media Center, 
besides teaching modern video and broadcasting techniques, 
will stream major Thornton activities and events viewable on the 
Internet. If you cannot attend Alumni Day on May 8, check out 
your friends on the Internet as we hope to stream the Hall of Fame 
introductions. 

Please visit tthslegacyfund.com/allocations/ to see the many 
ways that alumni are supporting student education at TTHS.

Given the unprecedented success of the Navistar Diesel 
Technology Curriculum, we are working closely with the school 
to spearhead another vocational program. Whether machine shop 
technology, HVAC, coding or other curricula, it will be a school-
to-work program with strong indicators for future employment 
opportunities with middle-class salaries. 

As with the diesel technology program, we anticipate that the 
new program will also inspire many students to attend and graduate 
from college. 

Whatever the new vocational program, it will be a major 
fundraising effort to place a second school-to-work curriculum in 
the school. The allocation for the Media Center and ongoing student 
enrichment support will substantially deplete our current accounts. 

We also need to continue growing the Endowment Fund. Without 
your alumni contribution, we cannot support our students. We need 
your help!  RIGHT NOW and when the time comes to fund the 
second vocational program, please donate generously to TALF.

Use the form on p. 5 or go to tthslegacyfund.com to join the 
VANGUARD 300 or simply make a contribution. Please note that 
the ability to join the Vanguard 300 and establish your individual 
or group legacy will close when we reach 300. Don’t miss your 
opportunity. 

JOIN TODAY!

TREASURER’S CORNER

Over $518 Thousand and Growing
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Class of ‘64 Joins 
Vanguard Fund

The TTHS Class of 1964 recently celebrated their 50th reunion with a casual 
party at Calumet Country Club on an October Friday evening, and a dinner 
party at Calumet on Saturday evening. A good time was had by all with much 
reminiscing and “catching up” with old friends. 

With monies left over from the reunion, the class graciously donated to the 
Vanguard 300 fund. As a Vanguard 300 member, their commitment has guar-
anteed a brighter future for TTHS students, grows the permanent endowment, 
funds extracurricular and academic programs and expands career training. 
Their name, Class of 1964, will be forever memorialized on a plaque to be 
placed at Thornton.

The Class of 1964 is a part of the PURPLE and WHITE Society under the 
Vanguard 300. The Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund is very appreciative of this 
generous donation.

their old locker or at least the place where it 
used to be. 

Later that evening, we ate a sumptu-
ous dinner at Idlewild Country Club in 
Flossmoor where Dr. Thomas spoke to the 
occasion. TTHS Concert Choir Alumni gave 
a Tribute in Song to late faculty member Mr. 
Richard Campbell. Abbott Alexander ’12 told 
us how the Diesel Technology Certificate 
he earned through the Navistar Program 
allowed him to go right from high school 
to work at a bus company making middle-
class wages. Each Hall of Fame honoree was 
introduced and made short remarks, among 
them the uproarious comments of retired 
teacher Mrs. Sue Blair Palcek. The evening 
ended with comfortable conversations with 
old friends and lots of dancing. 

If you missed it last year, we hope to see 
you on May 8, 2015. Please call other alumni, 
save the date and plan to attend. It is a day 
to remember...TTHS Alumni Day 2015!

Continued from p. 1

Photos on pp. 6-7



Four years ago I was greatly honored to be 
selected as part of the TALF-sponsored 2011 
Thornton Hall of Fame. My husband George 
(also an inductee that year) and I enjoyed all 
the activities which the dedicated TALF Hall 
of Fame Committee planned for all the hon-
orees. During my 32 years teaching English 
at TTHS, never did I imagine in my wildest 
dreams that I would be recognized in such a 
special, permanent way. (Really? My picture 
hung on the “Wall of Fame”? Amazing!) 

I loved teaching at Thornton, working 
with hundreds of fine students, and I appreci-
ated meeting so many wonderful colleagues, 
many of whom have become my life-long 
friends. 

I especially value being recognized by one 
of my former students who nominated me 
for the Thornton Hall of Fame – something 
that said, “You made a difference in my life.”  
That is worth more than words can ever 
express.
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Thornton I Remember: The Thornton I Envision

Da’Marques Turner Awarded  
Bryan Purden Scholarship

The Bryan Purden Scholarship Bill Purden, TTHS 
basketball coach from 1957 through 1965, has gener-
ously donated a $500 per year scholarship (for 10 
years) to a senior college-bound basketball player. 

The criteria for the scholarship are good citi-
zenship, 2.0 grade point average or better, on the 
basketball TTHS team, and winner to be chosen by 
teammates. 

The scholarship is named in honor of Coach Pur-
den’s grandson, Bryan Purden. 

Coach Purden, as a result of his coaching suc-

cesses, has the third highest winning percentage of 
all head coaches in Thornton’s history. He also holds 
a special place in the history of Thornton athletics 
and in the memories and hearts of Thornton fans for 
that legendary 1961 basketball team that he coached 
to second place in the 1961 state high school tourna-
ment championship.

The scholarship in 2014 was awarded to 
Da’Marques Turner who now attends Black Hawk 
College in Moline, Illinois. Da’Marques was honored 
and is very appreciative of the scholarship. 

TALF recently received a thank you note from the Sisterhood 
Network (Network) as the focus of their first newsletter. Alumni, 
through TALF, have financially supported the mission of the 
Network to expose our young ladies to educational and cultural 
opportunities that build self esteem, academic and life skills 
necessary to reach their fullest potential as responsible, successful 
and healthy future alumni.

Here are just a few of the Network events and activities that our 
contributions over the past couple of years have supported: 

• Monthly team building and conflict resolution workshops;
• Participation in the American Cancer Society Breast Cancer 

Awareness Walk for Life where the young ladies raised $250 in 
donations to ACS;

• Food drive that collected 62 boxes of food for struggling 
families in District 205 during the holidays;

• Family Skate Night at the Markham Roller Rink;
• Uniforms for the newly formed step team;
• College tours;
• Cultural outings such as the Alvin Ailey American Dance 

Theater and the musical “Phantom of the Opera”; 
• And so much more.
Thank you to all the alumni who have given generously to 

TALF.  Your donations help improve the educational and personal 
opportunities for Thornton students in so many ways seen and 
unseen that will benefit our alma mater, community and the world 
now and in the years to come.

TALF PAWS — a pause to acknowledge our “caring hands”

‘Thank You Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund!’

Hall of Famer 
says ‘Thanks’
By Erin Roeper 
(formerly Erin Hartman)
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I Want to Join the Vanguard
Pledge Amount:  ___________________

q I will pay in installments beginning with the current donation of $___________ and will 
donate $__________ per ____________ until completed on or before December 31, 20____. 

q I will donate my total pledge today $ ____________.

q I will not join the Vanguard 300, but will make a donation of $ ____________.

First Name:  ______________________ Last Name: __________________________

Graduating Class: ________________________________

Street Address:  _______________________________________________________  

                           _______________________________________________________

Home Phone:  _______________________Mobile Phone: _______________________

E-mail Address: _______________________________________________________

City: __________________________________ State: _________ ZIP: ____________

The Vanguard 300 is a fundraising effort by the Thornton Alumni 
Legacy Fund to create an endowment as a permanent legacy of sup-
port for future academic enrichment, while contemporaneously 
supplementing current educational and athletic needs. You can join 
for as little as $1,000 up to $25,000 or more, payable over three to five 
years or until December 31, 2019.

The money is administered through the TALF 501(c)(3) and is not 
regulated, managed or directed by the school district or high school. 
TALF has provided more than $150,000 in resources to Thornton 
students since 2004 and spearheaded the district-wide Navistar Diesel 
Technology curriculum.

Go to tthslegacyfund.com/vanguard-video/ for more information. 
Please share with other TTHS alumni and friends. 

Will You Join the 
Vanguard 
for Thornton Students?

• Use the form below to join the 
Vanguard 300. 

• You may mail or email the form.

• You may make your tax-deduct-
ible donation in one payment or 
installments.

• You may join the Vanguard 300 as 
an individual, a family and/or a 
class. 

Show your Wildcat Pride! 

Donate online:
tthslegacyfund.com

Send form with a check payable 
to “TALF” to
TALF Vanguard 300 
P.O. Box 998, Mokena, IL  60448

1 2 3Send an email to:
talf@district205.net

CHOOSE ONE OF THREE PAYMENT OPTIONS
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The	family	of	Mrs.	Barbara	Carlin,	2014	Hall	of	
Fame	Inductee.

Chris	LaVette-Thomas	‘66. Wayne	Miller	‘61.

...and	more	of	the	Banasiak	family.The	Banasiak	family... Angie	Geraci	‘70	and	W.	Scott	Leeson	‘70.

Roger	Wexelberg	‘77,	former	manager	of	the	Gary	Railcats	minor	league	
team,	Les	Duncan	‘61,	Carl	Durnavich	‘64,	Hank	Michaelesko	‘61,	and	
(seated)	Paul	and	Carrie	Steinweg	‘90.

Joe	Szabo	‘75	and	family.

Concert choir.

Alumni Day 2014
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Donald	McGee	(left),	faculty,	with	Tom	Hanra-
han.

Kay	Barnhill	Bush	‘61	(seated),	Jan	Bohacek	‘66	
and	Jan’s	sister.

Kay	Benacka	Rampke	‘70	and	Wayne	Rampke.

Mrs.	Lorena	Campbell,	wife	of	Hall	of	Fame	inductee	the	late	Richard	
Campbell,	with	Thornton	Concert	Choir	alumni.

Erin	and	George	Roeper,	Joan	Greenwood	and	Sue	Blair	Palcek	and	family.

Joe	Banasiak	‘66.

Jerry	Doss	‘00,	Mr.	Powell,	Devin	Huff	‘15.

Sue	Blair	Palcek,	Kathy	Bankhead,	Esq.	‘76,	Erin	
Roeper.

Kathy	Bankhead,	Esq.	‘76	and	LaMarr	Thomas	
‘66.

John	Tilton,	Jr.	‘61,	ac-
cepting	for	his	father.

Eric	Fox	‘69,	TALF	
Treasurer	and	former	
President.

Bob	Caress	‘61.

Kris	Condon.

Paul	Camera	‘78.

Dr.	Michael	Thomas	
‘76,	keynote	speaker.

Norman	Paul	Cotton	
‘61.

Herbert	Evert	‘52.

Tony	Ratliff	‘80,	
Thornton	Principal.

All photos by LaDonna Raeh Photography
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Contact Us
Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 
P.O. Box 998 
Mokena, Illinois 60448

PHONE: (708) 225-4094

E-MAIL: talf@district205.net 

tthslegacyfund.com 
facebook.com/thorntonalumni 
youtube.com/TTHSAlumniFund/

Join our online community:  
facebook.com/thorntonalumni

Alumni Day
May 8, 2015
►Register today
► Make a donation
► Details on p. 1

Alumni Day 2014 — Complete Coverage Inside

The TALF Board of Directors poses for a photo at last year’s Alumni Day: 
Back row: Judge Lorna Propes ‘62, Harry Oryhon, DDS ‘66, Pamela D. 
Barnes ‘79, Richard Condon ‘49, Deborah Morton ‘68, Ray Jakubiak ‘66, 
Cheryl Lovelace-Bass ‘79, Eric Fox ‘69, LaMarr Thomas ‘66.  
Front row: Linnetta Taylor ‘68, Kay Rampke ‘70, Kay Barnhill Bush ‘61, 
Kathy Bankhead ‘76, Jan Gee Bohacek ‘66, & Chris LaVette Thomas ‘66.

They’ll be together again — and so will you!  — at the 2015 Hall 
of Fame / Alumni Day event. Get all the details on p. 1. And if you 
haven’t registered yet, do it now!


