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Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund News
“Everywhere we look, caring hands have preceded us.” 

—G.B. Shaw

F rom the 1940s (most particularly in the person of the great 
Bill Hayes ’42) to the 2000s,Thornton alumni from all over the 
country came out on Oct. 26, 2013 to celebrate the Re-Dedication 

of the Lou Boudreau Room—and to honor and celebrate Thornton’s 
all-time greatest athlete, Lou Boudreau. 

The festivities began in the gym (oh, the memories that gym 
holds!) with film clips showcasing some of Thornton greatest teams 
and athletes over the last 50 years, such as the 1961 second-place 
state basketball team (Coach Bill Purden), the 1964 fourth-place bas-
ketball team (Coach Bill Purden), the 1965-66 state champion football 
team (Coach Frank Baumann), the 1966 state champion basketball 
team (Coach Bob Anderson), the 1990 state champion football team 
(Coach Bill Mosel), and the 2009 third-place state basketball team 
(Coach Troy Jackson). These clips featured as well the 1961-62 cheer-
leaders (Coach Joyce Broo Upton).

Barbara Boudreau-Golaszewski, Lou Boudreau, Jr., Jim Boudreau, 
and their children and grandchildren (Lou Sr.’s great grandchildren) 
were the honored and most gracious guests (Sharon Boudreau-
Mclain regrettably wasn’t able to attend this event). 

Included among the other attendees were some of the most well-
regarded names in the history of Thornton athletics: Bob Caress, 
Ray Banks, and Al Dehnert (’61 basketball); Henry “Hurricane” 
DeBose (’61 football); Victor Jackson, Meryl Ayers, and Ken Whit-
ted (’64 basketball); LaMarr Thomas (’65-66 football and basketball); 
Ray Jakubiak and Joe Banasiak (’65-66 football); Eric Fox and Lloyd 
Batts (’69-70 basketball); Roger Wexelberg and Bob Szymkowski (’77 
baseball); Ross Howatt (’78 baseball); Ed Mathey (’81 baseball); Don 
White (’76 track); and Napoleon Harris (’96-97 football and basket-
ball). Mary Ring Brayman (’61); Lorna Propes (’62); Chris LaVette-
Thomas and Virginia Seidel (’66); and Jane Halagiere-Martin (’67) 
were there to represent the great Thornton cheerleaders. 

The formal program began with a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
redesigned and relocated Lou Boudreau Room. Gov. Pat Quinn, who 
it turned is a long-time admirer of Lou Boudreau, came to Thornton 
to participate in the in the ribbon cutting and express his personal 
regard to the Boudreau family and to present to them a proclamation 
from the Governor designating Oct. 26, 2013 as Lou Boudreau Day in 
Illinois.

Lou Boudreau: 
To Honor Thornton’s Greatest

f a c e b o o k . c o m / t h o r n t o n a l u m n i t t h s l e g a c y f u n d . c o m

Upper left: Presentation of a state proclamation to Boudreau family: Gov. 
Pat Quinn (from left), Lou Boudreau, Jr., Jim Boudreau, and Barbara 
Boudreau-Golaszewski.

Upper right: Jim Boudreau, Susan Seaforth-Hayes (two esteemed honorary 
alumni), Bill Hayes, Lou Boudreau Jr., Dan Ustian, and Barbara Boudreau-
Golaszewski all share a moment.

At left: Newly produced video entitled, “Lou Boudrea: Thornton’s All-Time 
Greatest Athlete.” See it at www.tthslegacyfund.com/videos/ or  
youtube.com/TTHSAlumniFund/

Contined on next page
Photo gallery inside
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After this official reopening of the Lou Boudreau Room, Dan Us-
tian, who did a sterling job as the Master of Ceremonies, introduced 
Principal Tony Ratliff. Principal Ratliff and Bill Hayes (yes, he of 
“Days of Lives” fame) then led the reassembled attendees in the gym 
with a spirit-rousing singing of the school fight song. 

Principal Ratliff had announced earlier that he was going to 
propose to the school board that for the future every Oct. 26 (or the 
school day closest to that date) be celebrated as Lou Boudreau Day at 
Thornton.

Bill Hayes (with his lovely, talented wife, Susan Seaforth-Hayes, 
in attendance) was the first of several speakers who shared their 
moving, thoughtful recollections of Lou Boudreau. “A genius of an 
athlete,” was the fitting characterization Bill gave to describe Lou 
Boudreau’s superlative athletic skills. Ron Ferguson next spoke 
about the humility and generosity that defined Lou’s relationship 
with all the people he interacted with, no matter what that person’s 
status in life. 

Two video tributes followed, one by “Mr. Cub” himself, Ernie 
Banks, and then a glowing testimonial by one of Harvey’s favorite 
sons, Tom Dreesen. Bob Caress then ended the recollections with a 
memorable, heartwarming retelling of the nurturing, father-son-like 
mentoring relationship that Lou Boudreau initiated when Bob was in 
high school. 

After Bob’s wonderful presentation came the highlight of the 
evening: a video tribute to Lou Boudreau and his career, from his 
1933 state basketball championship, to his 1948 World Series Cham-
pionship as player-manager of the Cleveland Indians, to his 30 years 
broadcasting Cubs games on WGN. 

The Lou Boudreau Room 
and Thornton’s Tradition of Athletic Excellence

The slightly edited article below was written for the Comcast Sports Net 
website by the legendary Chicago Sun-Times sportswriter Taylor Bell.

The Lou Boudreau Room, which houses the state championship 
trophies and awards and pictures of championship teams and all-
state athletes accumulated over nearly a century, is being moved 
from the second floor in the gymnasium to a larger space on the 
main floor.

Few high schools enjoy Thornton’s rich tradition in sports. It 
dates to the 1930s and Lou Boudreau and reflects a distinguished 
history of great teams, coaches and athletes in football, basketball, 
baseball, wrestling and track and field. You’ve forgotten who Bou-
dreau was? You only remember him as a longtime Chicago Cubs 
radio broadcaster? He was a legendary athlete at Thornton in 1933, 
1934 and 1935. He also was a standout at the University of Illinois. 
As a young shortstop/manager, he led the Cleveland Indians to 
the 1948 world championship and was inducted into the Hall of 
Fame.

For the record, Thornton won state basketball championships 
in 1933 and 1966 and finished second in 1934, 1935, 1961, 1995 
and 1996. The Wildcats also were third in 1984, 1997 and 2009 and 
fourth in 1965. The 1965 football team was acclaimed the mythi-
cal state champion. The 1999 team won the state title and the 1989 
squad was second.

In wrestling, Thornton won state titles in 1954, 1955 and 1959, 
was second in 1953 and third in 1956 and 1957. In track and field, 
the Wildcats were third in 1973 and 2011. Lots of trophies. Lots of 

all-staters. Lots of memories.
As a student at Blue Island High 

School in the 1950s, I admired Thorn-
ton from afar. The two schools were 
members of the South Suburban 
League but Blue Island was rarely 
competitive in the rivalry. Even when 
Blue Island’s football team was un-
beaten in 1955, it was tied by Thornton 
7-7. Paul Jackson was the Lou Bou-
dreau and LaMarr Thomas at Thorn-
ton in those days. Blue Island had an 
outstanding basketball player in Willie May but he wasn’t in the 
same class with Thornton’s Russ McKibben. 

So I’m looking forward to attending the re-dedication event 
on October 26.  Many old timers and old friends will be present, 
including LaMarr Thomas, Ron Ferguson, Bob Caress, Lloyd Batts, 
Jim Ard, Richard Rateree, Rod Higgins, Phil Gary, Dale Mize, Rory 
Lee, Tai Streets, Napoleon Harris, Bill Purden, Rocky Hill, Tom 
Hanrahan, Sam Cameli, Troy Jackson and Bill Mosel, and the Bou-
dreau family will be there, too. So will Illinois Governor Pat Quinn 
and State Senate President John Cullerton. Organizers of the event 
will display vintage film of the 1961 basketball team and the 1965 
football team and the 1966 basketball team. Also film of the 1990 
football team and the 2009 basketball team will be shown. And 
clips of some of the great athletes of the past. So even if you aren’t 
a Thornton graduate, you’ll enjoy this trip down memory lane.

Lou Boudreau, continued from page 1

The close of the ceremony, with the awards presentation to the 
Boudreau children, brought perhaps the highest tribute that Lou 
Boudreau could ever be given, when Lou Boudreau, Jr. said, “As 
great as a player as my father was, he was an even greater father.” 

If there was any one thing to regret about this wonderful night 
of remembrance and celebration, it was that Lou Boudreau himself 
could not be there to see how to this very day his extraordinary 
legacy of achievement continues to mean so very much to Thornton 
alumni and to Thornton High School.

Bob Caress speaks in memorable terms of his relationship with Lou 
Boudreau.



Re-Dedication of the Lou Boudreau Room
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A Wildcat Family: Lou Boudreau 
Room Honoree Willie Bankhead 
(from left), Karen Bankhead-Smith, 
Kathy Bankhead, and Thelma 
Borden-Bankhead.

Three Thornton graduates and a 
much-beloved faculty member: An-
dre Sherlock (from left), Eric Fox, 
Bill Burleson, and Lloyd Batts.

A Quartet of Wildcats: Ray Jakubiak 
(from left), Joe Banasiak, Virginia 
Seidel, and Ruth Gee Bamonti.

His Living Legacy: Lou Boudreau’s 
grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren.

Jim Boudreau and family with Gov. 
Pat Quinn.

A Wildcat star and his daughter: 
Henry “Hurricane” DeBose and 
LaShawnda DeBose.

Thornton Legends: Head Football 
Coach (and Athletic Director) Bill 
Mosel and Lloyd Batts.

Two distinguished couples: Jane 
Halagiere-Martin and husband, 
Pat; Lorna Propes and husband, 
Ron Himel.

TALF Executive Director Kay 
Rampke and the Boudreaus (Lou, 
Jr., Barbara, and Jim) gather after 
the Awards Presentation.

Everyone wanted to take a picture 
with Bill and Susan! Bob Cot-
ton (from left), Peggy (Margaret) 
Denning-Menze, Bill and Susan 
Seaforth-Hayes.

Super Wildcat fan (and alum) Al 
Volger and Ron Ferguson enjoy a 
moment together.

A Thornton Great and His Brothers: 
Ray Banks (center) enjoys the pro-
gram with two of his brothers, Ricky 
Banks (right) and Brett Banks.

Principal Tony Ratliff and Bill 
Hayes lead the way in singing the 
fight song!

A Thornton supporter and Thorn-
ton graduates strike a pose (from 
left): Felita Crayton (wife of District 
205 Board member Edward Cray-
ton), John Butler, Victor Jackson, 
Meryl Ayers, Ken Whitted, LaMarr 
Thomas, and Virginia Seidel.

A Table of Alumni: Seated, Kay 
“Hollywood” Bush (from left), 
Nancy Godin-Olsen, and 
Sharon Sheehan-Gaeta. Standing,  
Ellen LaVette-Brouwers, John Buck,  
and Al Johnson.

Wildcat Baseball Standouts: Roger 
Wexelberg, Bob Szymkowski, Ross 
Howatt, and Ed Mathey.
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Thornton Pride at Boudreau Room Event
This article was written by TALF Board mem-

ber Kathy Bankhead, and was published in the 
Nov. 24, 2013 issue of the Chicago Tribune.

I am a proud, second-
generation graduate of 
Thornton Township High 
School in Harvey. TTHS 
has a rich 100-plus-year 
history. As an alumna and 
member of the Thornton 
Alumni Legacy Fund, I 
was never more proud than on Oct. 26, when 
Gov. Pat Quinn cut the ribbon on the rededi-
cated Lou Boudreau Room.

Boudreau was a 1935 graduate of Thorn-
ton.

Alumni as far back as 1942 and current 
students gathered in the gym to celebrate the 
legacy of Boudreau who was, arguably, the 
best athlete in TTHS and Illinois history.

The Lou Boudreau Room displays the 
trophies and photographs that document 
the legendary history of Thornton athlet-
ics. However, Thornton is so much more 
than just athletics. Wildcat Pride runs deep. 
Thornton alumni have stepped up in a major 
way to provide resources essential to the suc-
cess of current and future students.

The TALF has provided more than 
$150,000 in resources, such as CPR equip-
ment, Nano Chemistry Research Project 
funding, Smart Boards, graphing calculators 
and so much more. The district-wide Navi-
star Diesel Technology program has made it 
possible for many students to graduate from 
high school and immediately begin their 
careers with National Automotive Techni-
cians Education Foundation certifications. 
Many others in the program have enrolled in 
college and majored in STEM- (science, tech-
nology, engineering, mathematics) related 
curricula.

Thornton Township High School has 
more Gates Millennium Scholars than any 
other high school in Illinois. Thornton’s 
Drama Program and Speech Teams have 
consistently excelled. The Lead the Way 
project is a pre-engineering program ranked 
sixth in the nation. Thornton continues to 
prepare students to compete in today’s high-
technology global society.

Persevering in the face of persistent 
negative perceptions, overcoming the odds, 
securing success through adversity and 
reaching out to give a hand up are the hall-
marks of Wildcat Pride — past, present and 
future. Go Wildcats!

Save The Date: Alumni Day
The fifth annual Hall of Fame/Alumni Day 
celebration will be held on May 2. TALF is 
proud to announce the 2014 Thornton Hall 
of Fame honorees:

Emil Wroblicky ’42—Educator/Civic Leader

Marian Vandenberg Palmer ’48—Civic 
Leader

Richard Condon ’49—Engineer

Herbert Evert ’52—Business Executive/
Civic Leader

Melvin Katten ‘54—Attorney/ 
Philanthropist

Wayne Miller ’60—Educator/Coach

Bob Caress ’61—Educator/Businessman

Norman Paul Cotton ’61—Musician

Gladyse Hall Taylor ’73—State Executive

Joseph C. Szabo ’75—Federal Executive

Dr. Charlotte Mitchell ’75—Physician

Paul Camera ’79—Business Executive

VaShawn Mitchell ’93—Musician

FACuLTy/STAFF

Richard Campbell
Barbara Carlin
James Daniels Sr.
Sue Blair Palcek
Dr. John E. Tilton
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Mokena, Illinois 60448

PHONE: (708) 225-4094

E-MAIL: talf@district205.net 

tthslegacyfund.com 
facebook.com/thorntonalumni 
youtube.com/TTHSAlumniFund/

Join our online community:  
facebook.com/thorntonalumni
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