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“Everywhere we look, caring hands have preceded us.” 

—G.B. Shaw
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The long, unbroken, and continuing legacy of 
Thornton accomplishment and Thornton spirit 
was on impressive display with the gathering 

on May 3 of the 2013 Hall of Fame honorees. From 
1942 to 1997, these high-achieving alumni repre-
sented six different decades of Thornton history 
and Thornton pride. Whether in medicine, film, 
sports, TV, philanthropy, veteran affairs, politics, 
education, civic affairs, or business, these Hall of 
Fame inductees were justly recognized as some of 
Thornton’s very finest!

These 18 distinguished Hall of Famers were 
each formally introduced to the Thornton faculty 
and staff (and supporting friends and family) in 
a special ceremony that was part of the afternoon 
program in the Auditorium. Before this ceremony 

of introduction, Judge Lorna Propes ’62, the 
Keynote Speaker for the day, spoke in compelling 
terms about how much had changed in society 
regarding the opportunities for girls and women 
to pursue a higher education. She described how 
when she was a student at Thornton, it was gener-
ally assumed that young women didn’t need to go 
to college. Lorna said it was certainly unimagina-
ble to her family and to her that she would one day 
become an attorney, not even to speak of one day 
becoming a judge. But it was her teacher (and men-
tor) at Thornton, Joyce Broo Upton, who through 
her personal example encouraged and inspired 
Lorna and helped her to overcome her doubts and 
fears about pursuing a higher education. Lorna 
said that she was sure that the 2013 Hall of Fame 

2013 INDUCTEES

John McConnell, Ph.D. ’42
Paul Palmer, M.D. ’48
George Egofske ’49
Richard Cargill ’56
Raymond Jakubiak ’66
David Johnson ’66
Larry Mitchell ’66
Allan Pizzato ’70
Joseph Puglise ’77
Roger Wexelberg ’77
Richard Johnson ’81
Barry Gardner ’94
Loyal Mehnert ’94
Milton Davenport III, DMD ’97
Roy Inlow*
James Kirkham*
James Kreske*
William Peppard* **
Janet Chisholm Wahl*

*denotes faculty 
** denotes deceased

Dan’s Ustian’s lovely, gracious mother, Mary Ann Us-
tian (90 years old, and still just as gorgeous!), proudly 
accepts the Hall of Fame/Alumni Day Special Recogni-
tion Award on behalf of her son.

Keynote Speaker Judge Lorna Propes, ‘62, during 
the afternoon program encouraged the students—ex-
horted—them to believe in themselves and their dreams, 
and in a future of achievement. In her dinner address 
Lorna spoke in well-considered, memorable terms about 
TALF’s mission and about the great common heritage 
that we Thornton alumni all share.

Ray Jakubiak ‘66, family, and friends celebrate the occasion of Ray’s induction 
into the Hall of Fame: Wrenn Jakubiak (Ray’s wife, left), Dorothy Stockard, Julie 
Hartmann, Lane Greever, Ray, Don Sharp, and Greg Elliott.

Richard Johnson ‘81 (center) enjoys a moment at the luncheon with 
fellow classmates Reverend Donald Luster ‘80 (left) and Reginald 
Johnson ‘80.

A Gathering of Thornton Greats 
Hall of Fame/Alumni Day 2013
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Remember (And Please Pass On) The 
Alumni Watchwords Going Forward: 

Are You Ready To Join The Vanguard?

The Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 
Vanguard 300 fundraising campaign 
had its official launching (its auspicious 

beginning!) on May 3, 2013—as part of the 
Hall of Fame/Alumni Day celebration. The 
Vanguard 300 is a very special effort to unite 
300 alumni (and faculty) who will become 
donors for three to five years at one of the 
designated pledge levels shown on on the 
facing page. This is a unique, one-time-only 
campaign, and once our Vanguard 300 mem-
bers have been established, this campaign 
will be closed—and the 300 members of 
the Vanguard will have their names forever 
memorialized on a plaque that will be 
prominently placed in the main corridor of 
Thornton. 

Please know that the various pledge lev-
els represent the total amount a Vanguard 
300 member would choose to donate over 
a three- to five-year period. For as little 
as $200 a year (a five-year total of $1,000), 
for example, you can become a Vanguard 
member at the Purple & White Society level. 
Again, as a hypothetical example, should an 
alumnus or alumnae—or a faculty mem-
ber—make a pledge at the Wildcat Society 
level, this would represent a donation pledge 
over a three- to five-year period of a total 
amount ranging from $2,500 to $4,999. For all 
of our alumni whose capacity might allow, 
we ask you to consider making a minimum 
pledge of $1,000 (or more) for three to five 
years, which would be at the Wildcat Society 
level, or above. We realize, however, that not 
all our budgets may allow a $1,000 yearly 
donation, and so whether it’s $200 a year for 
five years or $2,000 a year for three to five 
years, we most heartily welcome each and 
every one of you as a new member of the 
Vanguard 300! 

To all upcoming class reunion members: 
We want you to know that Vanguard 300 is 
not restricted to individuals only. Not at all. 
As you can see on the Vanguard 300 Vi-
sionaries form, several classes have already 
made pledges and joined the Vanguard. So 
at your next class reunion, if 10-15-20 class 
members want to combine their donations 
(say, for example, $50 apiece from 20 class 
members for five years—the Thornton 
Society level), your class could also join the 
proud ranks of the 300. Similarly, a fam-
ily with more than one Thornton graduate 
might consider combining resources and 

establish a Vanguard membership under the 
family name. This very same approach can 
apply for children of Thornton alumni and 
faculty, if you should want to make a pledge 
for a Vanguard 300 membership in the name 
of your parent(s). 

TALF has initiated the Vanguard effort 
because we want to expand the support 
for Thornton student programs, and this 
expansion includes developing a school-to-
work initiative to establish a welding and 
machinist program in the Technical Building, 
developing a plan to create a Digital Media 
Production Center (which will have both 
school-to-work and higher education compo-
nents), and the funding of more mid-to-high-
end items, such as band equipment and com-
puter lab updates. We want to increase our 
overall program support to help ensure the 

development of the next generation of Lou 
Boudreaus, Dan Ustians, Bob Perkinses, Fred 
Bartlits, Fred Furths, Lorna Propeses, Tom 
Dreesens, Richard Smalls, Michael Thoma-
ses, Jane Halagiere-Martins, Ken Jureks, Joc-
elyn Scotts, Joe Puglises, Frank Baumanns, 
Adam Murphys, Ann Pellegrenos, John 
McConnells, Henry Vandenbergs, Joseph 
Schwantners, Royer “Sonny” Andrewses, 
J. Kamala Buckners, Bill Purdens, Milton 
Davenports, Bob Andersons, Napoleon Har-
rises, William Bielbys, George Egofskes, Joan 
Greenwoods, J. David Nelsons, Barry Gard-
ners, Ellene Beards, Larry Tanters, James 

Kirkhams, Wendy Whites, Victor Jacksons, 
Don O’Briens, Antwaan Randle Els, Tom 
Hanrahans, Jaan Walter Whiteheads, 
Maurice Joshuas, Joyce Broo Uptons, Rod 
Higginses, Erin and George Roepers, Ron 
Fergusons, Kenrad Nelsons, James Kresk-
es, Richard Johnsons, Bill Burlesons, Duane 
Kaminskis, Roy Inlows, Guthrie Ramseys, 

Ronald Lewises, James Vargas, Bill Hayeses, 
Gwendolyn Bowens, Morris Gladstones, 
Marvin Juniors and the Dells, Tiny Huddles-
tuns—and of course, as we all so well know, 
this list could be extended indefinitely…. 

And to help ensure that this list of Thorn-
ton notables does indeed extend indefinitely 
into the future, we hope that you will decide 
to become Vanguard 300 member, decide to 
be a part of this effort that will hold a special 
place—a place all its own—In the history of 
Thornton giving. When the faculty, and stu-
dents, and alumni gather for the next centen-
nial of Thornton’s storied history, all those 
in attendance will be able review the special 
plaque and see that, yes, you were (you are) 
a member in good standing of the Thornton 
Alumni Legacy Fund Vanguard 300! 
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VANGUARD 300 VISIONARIES

As a Vanguard 300 
member, your 
commitment guarantees 

a brighter future for Thornton 
students. Your generosity 
grows a permanent 
endowment, funds current 
extracurricular and academic 
programs, and expands 
career training.

Your name will be forever 
memorialized on a plaque at 
Thornton. 

To begin your Vanguard 
300 membership, please fill 
out and return the enclosed 
self-addressed envelope. 
For additional information, 
you may also contact Kay 
Rampke, talf@district205.net, 
or P.O. Box 998 Mokena IL 
60448, or 708-225-4094.

In The Words of Our 
Hall of Fame/Alumni 
Day Attendees. . .
“Wow! What a day!...This is an 
honor I will treasure the rest of my 
life.”

James Kirkham 

“Thanks ...for organizing a won-
derful event....The entire day was a 
first class experience for us.”

John McConnell 

“The festivities at Thornton and 
the evening dinner dance were 
a wonderful time for my sisters, 
brother-in-law Paul Palmer, and 
myself.” 

Beatrice Vandenberg Crane Mahaffay

“I attended the HOF festivities last 
Friday and felt inspired to com-
ment....May you be blessed for 
your outstanding work. I hope the 
current students are aware of what 
being a ‘Wildcat’ really means.” 

Don McGee

“Everything was done so well - 
down to the smallest detail. Tom, 
Bill, our other guests and I were 
very impressed with the students 
who greeted us....We were also 
impressed with the condition of 
the school. It was so clean, even at 
3:00 on a Friday afternoon!” 

Dee Peppard

“Thank you for a wonderful day 
at the Alumni and Hall of Fame 
ceremonies....I am so impressed 
with all your foundation is doing 
to support the high school—you 
are a model for other organiza-
tions.” 

Nancy McConnellThe Alumni Watchwords Going Forward: 
Are You Ready To Join The Vanguard?

KIP Society $ 25,000 or more
Anonymous Donor
Fred Furth, Esq. ‘52

Jane Halagiere Martin ‘67
Bob Perkins ‘58

Lincoln Statue Society $10,000 - $24,999
Janet Gee Bohacek ‘66 Eric Fox ‘69

Thornton Society $5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous ‘65

Kathleen Bankhead ‘76
Dr. Milton Davenport III ‘97

David Johnson ‘66

Ronald Lewis, Esq. ‘58
Beatrice Vandenberg Crane Mahaffey ‘46

Janet Reali, Esq. ‘69
Chris LaVette & LaMarr Thomas ‘66

Dr. Michael Thomas ‘76 - in honor of James Kirkham

Wildcat Society $2,500 - $4,999
Dr. Vincent J. Geraci ’60 - in memory of Phyllis Pagoria Geraci

J.David Nelson ‘59

Purple & White Society $1,000 - $2,499
Gregory Benacka ’71 – in memory of Joseph F. Benacka ‘42

Kay Barnhill Bush ‘61
John Butler ‘65

Barbara Carlin – Parent of Alumni
Carl Durnavich ‘68

Gregory Fletcher ‘66
Deborah Morton ‘68
Robert Panozzo ‘65

Robert L. Peron ‘67
Kathryn Benacka Rampke ‘70

Dr. Stephen Wilde ‘69
Class of 1971
Class of 1958
Class of 1945

As of July 23, 2013, TALF has pledges from 31 Alumni and Friends who have  
committed $270,200 over a three- to five-year period. 

Please consider joining these visionaries:

View the new Vanguard 300 video
www.tthslegacyfund.com/videos
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TALF Board member and TALF's 
first president Jane Halagiere-Mar-
tin '67 announces the Jobs Program 
Initiative and the TALF Vanguard 
300 campaign. 

Father and son Thorntonites, Roger 
Wexelberg Sr. '53 and Roger Wex-
elberg Jr. '77, proudly pose before 
Roger's Hall of Fame photo.

Another one of Thornton's very 
special teachers, Joan Greenwood, 
reunites with two admiring former 
students, Chris LaVette-Thomas 
'66 (left) and Linnetta "The Voice" 
Taylor '68.

One Super Talented Family! Dr. 
Milton Davenport III '97, and his 
wife, Dr. Dayle Davenport.

TALF Executive Director Kay 
Rampke ‘70 and TALF Board 
Member Deborah Morton ‘68 greet 
the guests at the afternoon registra-
tion table.

Cheerleaders extend a smile and 
warm greetings to arriving guests.

Thorntonites, Two Generations 
Strong! Willie Bankhead ‘54 (left), 
Thelma Borden-Bankhead, ‘56, 
Kenneth Bankhead ‘79, Karen 
Bankhead-Smith ‘82 (standing left), 
and TALF Board member Kathy 
Bankhead ‘76.

One of Thornton’s great and 
admired teachers, Roy Inlow, 
poses with former student, Robert 
Czachura, ‘74—complete with 
Robert’s class schedule! 

Dr. John McConnell ‘42 poses with 
pleasure with his wife, Katherine 
(right) and his daughter, Nancy 
McConnell.

William J. Peppard speaks movingly 
of his father and of his and the fam-
ily’s appreciation of faculty member 
William E. Peppard being inducted 
into the Thornton Hall of Fame.

Hall of Famer to Hall of Famer, 
Extending a Hand of Friendship: 
Carl Durnavich ‘68 (left) and Joe 
Puglise ‘77.

Loyal Mehnert ‘94, his mother, 
Monika, and his bride at this time 
of just one month, Lauren, arrive at 
the Idlewild dining room.

Thornton High Achievers Across 
Generations: Dr. Paul Palmer ‘48, 
(Center), Marian Vandenberg 
Palmer ‘48 (Paul’s wife), Ellen 
Vandenberg Miller (Florence) ‘53, 
Beatrice Vandenberg Crane Mahaf-
fay, ‘46, and college-bound seniors 
Guadaloupe Huerta, and Sanaa 
Vhora, class of 2013.

Principal Tony Ratliff ‘80 leads 
everyone in the singing of the school 
fight song, “TTHS, TTHS...!”

George Egofske ‘49 receives warm 
applause as he’s introduced at the 
Hall of Fame/Alumni Day ceremony 
in the Auditorium. 

Hall of Fame inductees, family, 
and friends await the unveiling 
of the Hall of Fame photos. In the 
foreground: Rachael Wexelberg (left, 
Roger’s daughter), Lynne Wexel-
berg-Benson ‘86, Roger Wexelberg 
‘77, Bruce Wexelberg ‘79, Ray 
Jakubiak ‘66, Wrenn Jakubiak, and 
David Johnson ‘66. 
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Allan Pizzato ‘70 speaks in the 
highest terms of James Kirkham and 
his influence on Allan’s choice of a 
career in professional TV.

David Johnson ‘66 receives a warm 
embrace from Patrice Burton 
(Thornridge grad).

Mr. Thornton Centennial! James 
Kreske speaks about the great pride 
that faculty and students over the 
many generations have for Thorn-
ton. “We all bleed purple!” James 
declares.

The Luckiest Man For The Entire 
Event! LaMarr Thomas ‘66 beams 
in delight in the company of these 
two beautiful women, Mary Ann 
Ustian (left) and Mary’s friend, 
Florence Schoon. Lucky man, 
indeed!

A quartet of staunch Wildcats: 
Hank Michalesko ‘61, Bob Giles ‘67, 
Carl Durnavich ‘68, and Dr. Wil-
liam Bielby ‘65. 

Fred Furth ‘52 speaks fondly and 
appreciatively of his former Thorn-
ton teacher Jennifer Hance.

A Reflection of the Day: Janet 
Chisholm Wahl’s delighted smile 
suggests her enjoyment at seeing 
former colleagues and students on 
this day of her induction into the 
Thornton Hall of Fame.

Judge Lorna Propes ‘62 enjoys a 
pleasant chat with former class-
mates Chesser Campbell ‘60 (left) 
and John Buck ‘60.

Two of Harvey’s and Thornton’s 
finest: Ray Jakubiak ‘66 and Sophie 
Banksias ‘41 (Joe ‘66 and John ‘68 
Banasiak’s mother!).

Larry Mitchell ’66 expresses his 
appreciation for courses he took at 
Thornton that benefited him in his 
tour in Vietnam and his career as 
a policeman. He, too, has words of 
praise for James Kirkham.

Joe Puglise ‘77 states that one 
teacher at Thornton was principally 
responsible for the guidance and 
inspiration that led to his Emmy-
award-wining career in film and 
television: That teacher was James 
Kirkham.

Two Thornton Greats! Coach Tom 
Hanrahan and Coach Don McGee.
 

A trio of staunch Wildcat sisters: 
Chris LaVette-Thomas ‘66, Ellen 
LaVette-Brouwers ‘61, and Jana 
Markman-Mangano ‘74.

TALF Executive Director Kay 
Rampke ‘70 displays one of the 
books by Thornton alum and author 
Lou Macaluso ‘69.

TALF Board members Linnetta 
“The Voice” Taylor ‘68 and Gabri-
elle “Gigi” Rose ‘73 stand in charm-
ing admiration of fellow Board 
member Dick Condon ‘49—the one 
and only “Golden Boy” himself!

The Man Himself! James Kirkham 
talks about the joys of teaching at 
Thornton, and the privilege and 
pleasure of knowing that he has had 
a positive impact on his students’ 
lives and career achievements.
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DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS SERIES

Just Two Speakers, But Two 
Of Thornton’s Very Best

Over the course of this school year, we had only two speakers in 
TALF’s Distinguished Speakers Series, but Thornton students 
were exceedingly fortunate in the two outstanding alumni who 

did take part in the program: Dr. Michael Thomas ’76 and Richard 
Small ’46. 

Michael is the Chief of the Division of Reproductive Endocrinolo-
gy and Infertility at the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine. 
Early on in his presentation Michael emphasized how meaningful 
and how important his education at Thornton was, when he told the 
students that he and his family moved from Robbins to Harvey for 
the principal reason of making it possible for him to attend Thornton. 
He was nurtured at Thornton, Michael said. He participated in the 
band and took courses in radio and TV. In particular, his Advanced 
Placement and honors courses, Michael said, provided him with an 
excellent academic foundation that enabled him to keep up with the 
accelerated pace of study in medical school and, as a consequence, 

Dr. Michael Thomas shares a photo with admiring students after his out-
standing presentation.

Class year differences proved to be no barrier whatsoever to the great conec-
tion Richard Small made with Thornton students.

enabled him to succeed. Michael 
told the students that the halls 
looked the same, but that they 
looked much smarter than he 
was when he attended Thorn-
ton, and then he told them that 
their job, their responsibility in 
high school (and beyond) was 
“to continue to do what you’re 
doing so that you can achieve 
what you wish to achieve.”

Among the many Thornton 
graduates who have succeeded 
in the world of business, Rich-
ard Small is unquestionably one 
of our most illustrious alumni entrepreneurs and business pioneers. 
Richard founded Cheker Oil in Park Forest 1952 and when he sold 
the company to Marathon in 1983, there were 200 Cheker stations 
across 19 states. In 1984 Richard bought an aircraft hardware busi-
ness that had sales of $9 million, and by 1996 Richard’s company had 
increased its sales to $150 million. And then at the “tender” age of 
70 Richard bought 30,000 acres of oil leases in Texas. With all of this 
background of success Richard struck a surprising and responsive 
chord with the students when he asked, “Do any of you know what 
the word eviction means?” Richard went to describe the struggles 
of him and his family during the Depression years. The family later 
moved south in Richard’s junior year, and he said that his education 
at Thornton helped prepare him to get into and succeed in college. 
Making reference to his humble background (and by implication to 
the humble backgrounds of many of the students in attendance at 
his presentation) Richard told the students, “When you are fortunate 
enough to be born in the United States, no matter what your circum-
stances, you have great opportunities to achieve success.”

In addition to these two outstanding speakers, Fred Bartlit ’50, 
a Distinguished Speaker in 2009, gave the Keynote address at the 
Thornton Senior Luncheon on May 10, 2013. A nationally renowned 
attorney and a product of Harvey, Fred, in classic fashion, told the 
students that their Thornton education and their life experiences 
had already done much to prepare them to succeed in their future 
academic and professional careers. “In reaching this level as graduat-
ing seniors,” Fred told the students, “you’ve showed that you un-
derstand the importance of discipline; you’ve showed you have the 
ability to set goals and achieve them; you’ve showed your character 
and your ability to overcome personal obstacles and setbacks.” Fred 
assured the students that through their hard work and perseverance, 
they had now within themselves the necessary foundation and nec-
essary tools to reach and even exceed their highest expectations.

These three alumni were indeed “Distinguished” in every sense 
of the word and shining examples of the heights of achievement pos-
sible for Thornton graduates—yesterday, today, and tomorrow.

Fred Bartlit encourages and ap-
plauds graduating seniors in his 
uplifting message.
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inductees, too, had had fears and uncertainties about their talents 
and their futures when they were in high school. But their highly 
successful careers clearly demonstrated they had won out over any 
doubts they may have had about themselves. Then speaking directly 
to the students, Lorna called on them to be bold, like the Hall of 
Fame inductees. “Ask yourselves,” Lorna said, what would I do if I 
were not afraid? And then go do it!”

Following the afternoon program, the unveiling of the 2013 Hall 
of Fame photos took place in the main corridor of the school build-
ing. Principal Tony Ratliff, in stirring, powerful fashion, provided the 
opening remarks that can be heard “‘round the alumni world!”

Idlewild Country Club was again this year the picturesque, 
elegant setting for the dinner and the awards ceremonies. During the 
evening program TALF’s first President, Jane Halagiere-Martin ’67, 
announced two new and important TALF initiatives: 1. The Jobs Pro-
gram: This is a major project to provide additional vocational/techni-
cal career options for Thornton students through the establishment of 
a welding/machinist training program in the Technical Building. 2. 
The TALF Vanguard 300 (see p.3).

 After Jane, Lorna spoke about the principal difference between 
Thornton today and the Thornton when she and many others in the 
audience attended high school: The widespread absence today of 
the manufacturing plants that were “the engines that supplied the 
money to equip [our] high school.” Lorna said that TALF wants to 
help current students have the same great experience that she and 
Thornton graduates of earlier periods had. “We want,” Lorna said, 

Wildcat News & Notes
Golf Outing: Sept. 9

Do Save This Date: On Monday, Sept. 9 TALF will host the 
8th Annual Wildcat Open. We’re looking forward to seeing all 
of our golf-loving alumni and friends out at Calumet Country 
Club. All the details for registering for this event are available at 
tthslegacyfund.com, or e-mail us at talf@district205.net or call 708-
225-4094. We guarantee that a great time will be had by all! 

Hall of Fame/Alumni Day: May 2014
The specific day has not yet been determined, but the Fifth An-

nual Hall of Fame/Alumni Day will be held in early May 2014. As 
soon as we have the date, we will send word out to all the alumni 
community, and we’ll look forward to another special day to cel-
ebrate the great Thornton legacy! And please don’t forget to send 
in your Hall of Fame nominations (with all the requested sup-
porting details) before the deadline of Sept. 27, 2013. Nomination 
forms can be obtained from TALF’s Web site: tthslegacyfund.com. 
Nominations may be submitted electronically (talf@district205.net) 
or by mail, TALF, P.O. Box 998, Mokena, IL 60448.

New Book and a Donation to TALF
Writer Lou Macaluso, ‘69, is the author of Clown Town and The 

Warming Sicilian Son, and Lou has just written another book called 
In Search of Sal, a murder mystery which depicts and illuminates 
the Hollywood culture, the movie business and the character types 
that impacted him during his research in this book. In tribute to 
Stanley James DeSantis, (1953-2010) a 2010 Hall of Fame inductee, 
Lou will donate $1 for every sold copy of In Search of Sal to TALF. 
In Search of Sal will be available in October from Amazon, Barnes & 
Noble and most online book outlets.

In Memoriam
It is with genuine sadness we note the passing this year of two 

Thornton Hall of Famers and two luminaries of the Thornton 
alumni community.

Mayor James Haines was the second-longest-serving mayor 
in the history of Harvey, where he served four successive terms 
from 1967 to 1983. In addition to his duties as Mayor of Harvey, 
James also served as the President of the South Suburban Mayors 
and Managers Association. Mayor Haines played an important 
role in encouraging the participation of youth in local government 
through his “Mayor for a Day” program. This innovative initiative 
went on to become a model for regional managers to emulate, and 
influenced generations of young people to choose government and 
elective office as viable careers. His impact on local municipal his-
tory is enduring. Mayor Haines passed away on April 18, 2013.

Marvin Junior of the Dells (the Mighty, Mighty Dells) was one 
of the most powerful, most expressive singers in the history of 
popular music. He was called “Iron Throat” by David Ruffin of the 
Temptations. And as a “New York Times’” May 31 obituary article 
noted, Marvin’s voice was “huge and versatile…, and it held up 
through more than two dozen albums and 57 years of performing.” 
Many critics and fans alike cite the Dells’ “The Love We Had (Stays 
on My Mind)” as a perfect R & B ballad, one of those rare gems of 
great lyrics, harmony and instrumentation, and superb, stirring 
vocalization by one of the truly greats of all time. Marvin Junior 
passed away on May 29, 2013.

Both Mayor Haines and Marvin Junior will be and are greatly 
missed….

Hall of Fame, continued from page 1 “future kids to say that I’m where I am because of Thornton, not in 
spite of Thornton. We want to make Thornton a star!”

One of our special guests, Fred Furth ’52, kindly offered a few 
remarks, including a wonderful reference to his former Thornton 
teacher Jennifer Hance, who, Fred said, was the person most respon-
sible for his subsequent success as an attorney. Fred also informed 
everyone that he had visited the high school and communed with the 
spirit of perhaps the most iconic figure in all of Thornton’s history, 
the Lincoln Statue.

Before the presentation of the awards, a special recognition was 
held for Dan Ustian ’68 for his invaluable and greatly, greatly appre-
ciated support of TALF. Dan’s (and Navistar’s) co-sponsorship of the 
Wildcat Open enabled TALF to raise hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars and just as important (if not more so), Dan was responsible for 
bringing the diesel mechanic training program to Thornton. Because 
of his far-sighted leadership and his generous support of Thornton 
and Thornton student programs, Dan holds a special and honored 
place among the galaxy of great Thornton alumni.

The evening ceremonies ended with what is unquestionably 
the highpoint and the highlight of the entire day: the presentation 
of awards and the “acceptance” remarks from the Hall of Fame 
inductees. These moving, heart-felt, uplifting comments—in all 
their uniqueness, and in all their variety—all invariably spoke to 
the enduring impact, the life-lasting experience, of being a Thornton 
faculty member, of being a Thornton student. 

Next year will mark the fifth annual Hall of Fame/Alumni Day 
celebration. We’ll be announcing the date of this special event very 
soon, and we look forward to alumni, friends and family once again 
coming together to commemorate Thornton achievement and to 
revel in Wildcat pride!
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About Our Organization
The Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund is 
a separately incorporated 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization whose purpose 
is to secure resources from TTHS 
alumni and friends to create new and to 
enhance current academic extracurricular 
programs.

TALF’s vision is to create and sustain an 
annual and capital funding base for TTHS 
which provides opportunities for Thornton 
students equal to the best public school 
districts anywhere.

Our bylaws require that 40 percent of 
our funds be allocated to the permanent 
endowment to benefit the school while 
the remaining 60 percent may be spent 
to address immediate needs.

Tax deductible contributions accepted by 
mail to:

Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 
P.O. Box 998 
Mokena, Illinois 60448

PHONE: (708) 225-4094

E-MAIL: talf@district205.net 

On our Web site you can read more 
detailed news, view many more photos, 
and make online donations.

www.tthslegacyfund.com 
facebook.com/thorntonalumni

INSIDE 
THIS  

ISSUE OF 
TALF NEWS

8th Annual Golf Outing
Monday, Sept. 9 — See page 7. 

•	 Complete Coverage of 2013 Hall of 
Fame Inductions

•	 Alumni Day Photo Gallery
•	 Are You Ready to Join the Vanguard?
•	 Dr. Michael Thomas, Richard Small 

and Fred Bartlit

Hall of Fame honorees or family representative in attendance at the Hall of Fame/Alumni Day Celebration. From left, seated: 
John McConnell, Ph.D. ‘42; Roger Wexelberg ‘77; Paul Palmer, M.D. ‘48; Larry Mitchell ‘66; George Egofske ‘49; Ray Jaku-
biak ‘66; James Kreske; David Johnson ‘66. Standing: Joe Puglise ‘77; Roy Inlow; Janet Chisholm Wahl; Tom Peppard (son of) 
William Peppard; Allan Pizzato ‘70; James Kirkham; Loyal Mehnert ‘94; Richard Johnson ‘81. Unable to attend in the after-
noon and not pictured: Milton Davenport III DMD ‘97. Unable to attend the event: Richard Cargill ‘56; Barry Gardner ‘94.

Join our online community:  
facebook.com/thorntonalumni


