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From our president 
The American Dream is supposed to be a mix of social mobility and competition. I think one more 
element is important, now more than ever—philanthropy. In the abstract, the Dream works because 
when the race of life starts, we all face an equal uphill climb, and we are rewarded for intelligence, 
skill and hard work. Upward social mobility resulting from one’s ability and hard work has long 
been a basic belief--and fact-- in America.  

The operation of that Dream is in peril. Social mobility is actually lower in the U.S. than in most 
other developed countries and is falling. Academic studies show that if a child is born into the 
poorest 20 percent of the U.S. population, the chances of making it into the top 10 percent is 
around 1 in 20.  

Without a college degree, that same child has only a 1 in 20 chance of ending up even in the top 20 
percent. Those starting out in the top 20 percent, however, have a 40 percent chance of moving into 
the top 10 percent--8 times better than their poor counterparts, regardless of the education level 
they reach.  

In other words, many of those starting careers now are starting from a position much farther from 
the top than others. Ability and hard work may not be enough to give them a far shot at reaching 
the top.  

According to the recent Illinois State Board of Education report card, 82 percent of TTHS students 
fall into the low income category and facing the longer, steeper hill. These students cannot compete 
fairly the race of life unless they have the benefit of a strong educational experience.  

But in that same report we see that the richest schools fund their high schools at around $23,000 
per student while TTHS is funded around $15,000 per student. TTHS is better off than some--the 
poorest districts are funded around $9,000 per student—but hardly in a position to give its students 
much of a boost.  

TALF will never move Thornton to a high end funding of the state…that is not our purpose. But 
TALF can enrich the high school experience in a couple of key programs and provide a better 
starting line for some of its students.  

The TALF board hopes we can unite and through acts of philanthropy help Thornton students have 
the benefit of a Thornton Experience similar to that we were lucky enough to enjoy. Please help in 
strengthening the educational opportunities at Thornton.  

Please consider a multi-year pledge, since this kind of commitment will enable us to use longer 
planning horizons for our enrichment programs. Longer planning horizons enable us to secure a 
coordinated sequence of speakers. They allow organizations like the Math Club to gain momentum, 
because the students will know, for instance, that there will be calculators available for those 
joining in a later year. Pledge forms are available on the website: tthslegacyfund.org. 

Please consider giving to the Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

 

Eric Fox 

President 
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THORNTON ALUMNI LEGACY FUND 

 LETTER OF INTENT 
 
I/We wish to make a contribution to the Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund.  In 
consideration of the gifts of others for the same purpose, I/we hereby pledge/agree 
to contribute the sum of: 
 
$________Total (Gift or Pledge) 
$________Payment Enclosed 
$________Pledge Balance to be paid over a period of _____years, 
Payments on my/our pledge will be made beginning:  ____/____/____ . 
 
Pledge payments will be made : 
___Quarterly ___Semi-Annually ___Annually ___Other (Enter 
Dates):__________ 
 
Payment Information 
___MasterCard    ___Visa ___ Check   ___Please contact me regarding stock 
transfer 
Account Number___________________ Expiration date:___/___/___ 3-digit security 
code_____ 
 
Name as it appears on card:_________________________________  
Date___/___/____ 
 
Donor 
Name(s)_______________________________Company____________________ 
Address_____________________________________Email__________________
_____ 
Phone_______________________________________ 
 
___I/We will seek a matching gift from my/our company.  Company 
name____________ 
 
___I/We wish to remain anonymous 
 
___I/We wish my/our name(s) to be listed as follows for campaign purposes:  
__________________________________________________________________
______ 
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