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“Everywhere we look, caring hands have preceded us.”  
G.B. Shaw 

Even with a threat of rain in 
the morning (and a few 
sprinkles before the golf 
started) it turned out to be a 
perfect day for golf. Calumet 
Country Club was in pristine 
condition, and the staff was 
helpful, kind and wonderful, 
as always. We are so lucky to 
have this excellent facility and 
these supportive people to 
help us with our effort on 
behalf of TTHS students. 

The SophistiCats performed 
at lunch, much to the delight 
of the crowd.  Later in the day, 
we had Cheerleaders helping 
with raffle basket and split-
the-pot tickets. Students from 
the Navistar-sponsored Diesel 
Engine Program, a huge 

Message from the President 

 
         

 
 

Former faculty (L to R) Al Sowa with his 
wife, Grace, Erin and George Roeper. 

From L to R: Greg Benacka ’71, 
Quinn Buckner and Lorin Buckner 
take time out from their Wildcat 

Open round. 

Former faculty Bill Hayse reads the 
award he received from TALF. 

 

Please Give 
 
During the fall of 2010 TALF kicked off its first annual pledge drive.  TALF has been extremely 
fortunate with many alumni and Navistar supporting our annual golf outing.  However, TALF’s 
commitment to Thornton and its many needed programs requires us to develop other revenue 
sources.  No other avenue offers the opportunity to raise the needed amount as quickly as does 
the direct solicitation of our Alumni.   
 
Thornton’s need is the direct result of the practice of funding schools based almost entirely through 
the local tax base.  This creates a large discrepancy between the “rich” and the “poor” areas of the 
state.  “Rich” areas are able to fund high schools around $18,000 per pupil, while Thornton is 
funded at $12,800 per student.  Many educational opportunities are lost as a consequence of this 
$5000-per-student gap.  This funding discrepancy did not exist in the 40s, 50s, 60s, and 70s.  But 
in the 80’s, when the industrial base of Thornton Township collapsed, the source of financial 
support for the school collapsed.   
 
Without other sources of funding, including TALF’s initiatives, this downward trend is likely to 
continue.  As the documentary “Waiting for Superman” emphasized, a strong high school is 
important to maintaining a strong community.  We can easily see that a strong high school can lift 
a community from poor to middle class in one generation and that a weak school---one that cannot 
offer broad and deep educational opportunities--- will doom a community. 
 
 
The TALF board hopes we can unite and help provide the resources for current and future 
students to have the benefit of a Thornton Experience similar to what many of us had.  Please help 
in strengthening the educational opportunities offered at Thornton.  Think big, help the students 
and thus help the community become a better place to live.   
 
Please give in 2011. 
 
Eric Fox 
President, Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 

2010 Wildcat Open a Great Success 
and the community, also joined 
us for dinner. 

We were pleased to honor 
eight former teachers this year, 
although not all of them were 
able to join us in person. Ted 
Czech, Bill Hayse, Don McGee, 
George Roeper, Erin Roeper, 
Al Sowa, Ed Boghosian and 
Fred Harvey were this year’s 
special guests at dinner. We 
again thank them for their 
contributions to the lives of so 
many, and hold them in our 
hearts. 

Tom Dreesen joined us again 
this year and was hilarious at 
dinner. What a special gift he is 
to us all. Thank you so much, 
Tom. 

The event was a financial 
success as well, thanks entirely 
to the generosity of many, not 
least of all Dan Ustian and the 
wonderfully supportive people 
connected to Navistar.  Our 
ongoing thanks, Dan.   

And thanks to each of you. 
Your gifts, subscriptions, 
auction purchases, and your 
many expressions of support, 
made it possible for TALF to 
make a net profit on this event 
of nearly $100,000. What an 
amazing testament, particularly 
in difficult times, to your 
commitment to our young 
people. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you. 

 
success for the high school

Former faculty Ed Boghosian with 
former student Dr. Willie Rucker ‘75. 
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Greg Fletcher ’66 and his 
wife, Jane, recently 
established a scholarship 
fund at Bradley University 
(Peoria, IL) for a Thornton 
student who majors in 
engineering or the hard 
sciences.  This outstanding 
award can amount up to as 
much as $7500 a year.  Greg
became aware of the high 
quality of the students at 
Thornton when he came to 
the high school in 2007 and 
gave a very well-received 
presentation as a TALF 
Distinguished Speaker.   His 
detailed discussion about the 

Alumnus & Wife Provide Generous Scholarship 
 

TALF and Thornton students in particular have 
been extremely fortunate to have a continually 
growing number of accomplished Thornton 
graduates come back to the high school as 
participants in the Distinguished Speaker 
Series.  An impressive tradition is being built 
as one after another alumnus talks to the 
students about the impact of his or her years 
at Thornton as well as provides meaningful 
advice about goal-setting, about determination, 
about discipline and hard work. Equally 
important, and perhaps even more so, are the 
examples of these alumni who in their person, 
speaking before the students, reflect the 
notable career achievements that can be 
made by Thornton graduates. 
 
The stellar quality of the Distinguished 
Speaker Series was unquestionably reinforced 
by the two most recent alumni speakers.  With 
David Johnson ’66, the first black mayor of 
Harvey, the students were exposed to a 
portion of the living history of the city. David’s 
presentation also happened to coincide with 
the students’ celebration of UN Day. David 
described to the students his travels, both as 
the Mayor of Harvey and as an instructor at 
South Suburban College, to many parts of the 
world, including to Rome, Paris, The Republic 
of the Congo, Mexico, and China. He then told 
the students that if he, “one of ten children 
from a working-class family from Harvey, could 
end up traveling to these different parts of the 
world, there was no reason all you can’t do so 
as well.”  The students responded to this 
statement with a burst of enthusiastic 
applause.  These comments of 
encouragement from David were one special 
part of his overall uplifting presentation.   
 

Two More Alumni Speakers Excel and Inspire 

 

operations of Mitchell Aircraft, 
one of the ten largest 
independent re-distributors of 
aircraft parts in the world, left an 
indelible impression on the 
students and, fortunately, Greg 
came away from his 
presentation with a very positive 
impression of the academic 
talent of Thornton students.   
 
This wonderfully generous 
award will not only help to meet 
a critical need in our nation for 
engineers and scientists but it 
will also have the real potential 
to affect generations  within a 
given scholarship recipient’s 

family.     
 
We at TALF extend our 
sincere thanks and our great 
admiration to Greg and Jane 
Fletcher for their commitment 
to provide current and future 
Thornton students with 
enhanced educational 
opportunities.  The 
establishment of this 
scholarship is yet another 
outstanding example of 
Thornton alumni helping to 
preserve our school’s great 
tradition of academic 
excellence.  
 

 
William Bielby ’65 established a distinctive 
bond with the students, almost from the very 
beginning of his presentation.  Whether it was 
those parts of the video he used that showed 
his childhood from a working-class/middle-
class family in Riverdale, whether it was Bill’s 
emphasizing that he was not an outstanding 
student in high school, whatever the reasons, 
a strong rapport certainly developed between 
Bill and the students. In addition to questions 
about his profession, these students, more 
than is usual with the alumni presentations, 
asked Bill numerous questions about his 
personal life: was he married? (yes); did he 
have kids (yes); did he ever take time to relax? 
(yes), he plays bass guitar and is a member 
with his university colleagues of the band Thin 
Vitae.  (Bill was also one of the founding 
members of the legendary Thornton band The 
Newports.)  Behind these questions there 
seemed to be the underlying thought that if 
William Bielby from an average background 
could go on to become a highly regarded 
university professor, a president of the 
American Sociological Association, and a  
nationally regarded legal expert witness on 
labor issues, then perhaps one day I, too, can 
go on to a career of high achievements.  To 
the extent such thoughts were stirred by Bill’s 
presentation is an indication of how well he 
succeeded in achieving the principal goal of 
this program.   
 
TALF extends its grateful thanks to both Bill 
and David for their unique and enriching 
contributions to the evolving tradition of the 
Distinguished Speaker Series. 
 
 

 

Cheryl Bass ’79 visits with former DePaul 
University Blue Demon and Chicago Bull 
Dave Corzine at the golf outing dinner. 

David Johnson ’66 speaks with students 
about his background and career.

Pamela Barnes ’79 is happy to reunite 
with former teacher Erin Roeper. 

Dr. William Bielby ’65 shares his 
experiences with TTHS students.  
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Contribution Form 
 
To all of you who have supported TALF this past year, and beyond, we offer our sincere appreciation. It is only with your support 
that the Legacy Fund is able to continue improving the quality of the education provided at TTHS today, while also building an 
endowment fund to provide ongoing long-term support. We hope you will consider helping us reach our goals by making a gift today.  
 
Clip this box and return it with payment to “Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund.” Below you may direct your funds toward 
specific uses: 

 Yes, I would like to support TALF at the following level: $ ____________.  Select one of the following: 
_____ Apply my gift toward an immediate need or specific project 
_____ Deposit my gift into the general fund 20 – 30 % immediate, 70 - 80% endowment 

 Yes, I would like to attend the golf outing and/or Alumni Day. Please make sure I receive my invitation. 
 
Name:   __________________________________ Graduating Class:  _______ 
Street Address:  __________________________________ Email Address:   ______________________ 
City, St Zip:

Important Upcoming Event Dates – We hope to see you there! 
McLegends Weekend, April 15 - 16   Alumni Day/Hall of Fame Event, May 13 
Navistar/Wildcat Golf Open, September 12  TTHS Gospel Choir Reunion: A Tribute to Mrs. Beard, October 5 

Tax deductible contributions 
accepted by mail to: 
 
Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 
833 West Jackson Blvd. 
Suite 200 
Chicago, IL 60607 
 

PHONE: (312) 334-3109 
 

E-MAIL: talf@district205.net  
 
On our website you can read 
more detailed news, view 
many more photos, and make 
online donations. 
 

www.tthslegacyfund.com/ 

TTHS Alumni: Notable News 
 In a new feature, TALF would like to share notable news from TTHS alumni. If you would like your 

good news included in a future newsletter or on our website please contact us with the details. We 
will feature as many as space permits. 
 
TALF’s own Linnetta Taylor ’68 performed in the 2011 jazz gospel messiah, “Too Hot To Handel” in 
January at Roosevelt University’s Auditorium Theatre. Linnetta has been selected two years in a row 
as a choir member in this celebrated musical event that featured famed tenor Rodrick Dixon. Bravo, 
Linnetta! 
 
In September, TALF Board Member Lorna Propes ’62 was appointed as a Circuit Judge of Cook 
County, Seventh Subcircuit. This appointment marks a milestone in a highly lauded, award-winning 
career, which includes being selected as one of Cook County’s first female assistant state’s attorneys 
in 1975 and in 2010 being named as one of Illinois’ “100 Super Lawyers.”  Clearly, Lorna’s judicial 
appointment is well deserved.   Congratulations, Judge Propes! 
 

 
National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Spill and 
Offshore Drilling.  Fred and his investigative team have received 
widespread praise for their mastery of technical/scientific details 
and the systematic thoroughness of their investigation and 
analysis of the causes of the oil spill.   
 
Fred’s work as the lead investigator of the BP Commission is 
one more outstanding instance of his more than forty stellar 
years as the leading attorney in a wide variety of high-profile 
cases in both United States and other parts of the world. Just 
recently Fred added to his illustrious career by being named 
2010 Lawyer of the Year by Law Week Colorado. 
 
McLegends Weekend is a great event pitting today’s best 
senior basketball players versus local legends of the past.  
Confirmed legends include Rodney Harrison, Marquis Cole, 
Napoleon Harris and Antwaan Randle El. 
 
Tickets are $7. The game will be in the main gym at TTHS. For 
more information and tickets, call Bill Mosel, TTHS Athletic 
Director at (708) 225-4122.  

Linnetta Taylor ’68 with fellow 
performer Rodrick Dixon after their 

concert.

Newly appointed Judge Lorna Propes 
‘62.

Fred Bartlit, Jr. ’50 holds up a valve 
during a BP Oil Spill hearing

Alumnus Fred Bartlit, Jr. ’50, was appointed by President Obama to be Chief Counsel of the  
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The second annual Thornton Alumni Day/Hall of 
Fame celebration is just weeks away!  The date 
for this event is Friday, May 13, 2011, a day of 
good luck for all Thornton alumni, and a day for 
all of us to immerse ourselves in all things 
Thornton!   
 
This gathering of alumni and Thornton students 
and staff promises to be just as exciting and just 
as memorable as last year’s festivities, when 
family, friends, and alumni came out both to 
applaud the inaugural group of Thornton Hall of 
Fame inductees and to encourage the current 
Thornton students to become future Thornton 
Hall of Famers! 
 
The program will begin with the unveiling of the 
Hall of Fame photos, and then the honorary 
luncheon will be held in the gymnasium.  The 
assembly will also take place in the gym, and the 
new group of Thornton Hall of Famers—high-
achieving alumni and distinguished faculty 
members-- will be proudly introduced to Thornton 
students and staff.   
 
A very special part of this ceremony will be the 
honoring of members of the Thornton graduating 
class of 1935! 

2011 Alumni Day & Hall of Fame Celebration Update 

The Thornton Alumni Legacy 
Fund is a separately 
incorporated 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization 
whose purpose is to secure 
resources from TTHS alumni 
and friends to create new 
and to enhance current 
academic extracurricular 
programs. 

About Our Organization… 

Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 
Executive Director 
Kay Benacka Rampke ‘70 
TALF Officers 
President: Eric Fox ‘69 
Vice President: Harry Oryhon ’66 
Secretary: Janet Gee‐Bohacek ’66 
Treasurer: Ray Jakubiak ‘66 
 
TALF Board Members 
Kathleen Bankhead ‘76 
Pamela Barnes ‘79 
Kay Barnhill‐Bush ’61 
Richard Condon ’49 
Jerry Doss ‘00 
Jane Halagiere‐Martin ’67  
Jeanne (Emma) Franks ‘67 
Chris LaVette‐Thomas ‘66 
Cheryl Lovelace‐Bass ‘79 
Dale Mize ‘70 
Deborah Morton ‘68 
Lorna Propes ‘62 
Gabrielle Rose ‘73 
Linnetta Taylor ‘68 
LaMarr Thomas ‘66 
 
Associate Members 
Jeffery Clark ‘88 
Carl Durnavich ’68 
Harry Hall ‘65 
Alan Nudo ‘66 
Randy Ramsey ‘73 
Merry Ring‐Brayman ’61 
Homer Thomas ‘63 
 
Honorary Members 
Barbara Boudreau‐Golaszewski ’57 
Tom Dreesen ’57 
Napoleon Harris ’97 
Bill Hayes ’42 
Virginia Seidel ’66 
Dan Ustian ’68 
 
In Memoriam 
Glenda Buss‐Dillman ‘57 

THORNTON ALUMNI LEGACY FUND 
833 West Jackson Blvd 

Suite 200 
Chicago, IL 60607-3015 

NAME 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY, ST  22134 

TALF’s vision is to create 
and sustain an annual and 
capital funding base for 
TTHS which provides 
opportunities for Thornton 
students equal to the best 
public school districts 
anywhere. 

Our bylaws require that 70% 
– 80% of our funds be 
allocated to the permanent 
endowment to benefit the 
school while the remaining 
20% – 30% may be spent to 
address immediate needs. 

PRSRT STD 
ECR. 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 
Permit No. 1951 

Later in the evening we invite everyone to re-
gather for the dinner-dance at the Serbian 
Social Center in Lansing, IL. The evening 
program will feature a formal presentation of 
awards to the 2011 class of Hall Fame 
inductees. 
 
The admission for the luncheon is $10; for 
dinner and lunch, the cost is $50; for dinner 
alone the cost is $50.   
 
To reserve you place early, please send your 
check to TALF at 833 W. Jackson, Suite 200, 
Chicago, IL 60607.   
 
We also invite you to consider sponsoring the 
event:  
 
KIP = $2500, Wildcat = $1000, Purple & 
White = $500, Silver = $100, Bronze = $50.   
 
Please visit our website to find out more. We 
certainly look forward to seeing you on this 
great day when we alumni come together in 
celebration of Wildcat accomplishments, in 
celebration of Wildcat Pride! 
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