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Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 
“Everywhere we look, caring hands have preceded us.”  
G.B. Shaw 

Attending the reception and 
dinner after golf, you might 
have thought you were back 
wandering the halls of TTHS. 
That’s because this year we 
welcomed an inaugural group 
of eleven former teachers and 
coaches, to honor and thank 
them for their work over the 
years. 

We cannot thank everyone 
enough for their support of this 
fundraising event for the 
students at Thornton Township 
High School. 

The weather was perfect for 
golf, and the course at Calumet 
Country Club was in its usual 
pristine condition.  The staff — 
Randy Wexter, the golf pro; 
Linda Falkenthal, the catering 
manager; Clifton Paul, the 
head chef; and all of the other 
wonderful people — were 
helpful, kind and professional 
as always. It would be hard to 
overstate how much holding 
the event at Calumet adds for 
us. 

Dan Ustian and his assistant, 
Janell McCann, were beyond 
helpful in this event, as Dan 
has been in every aspect of his 
support for TTHS and TALF.  

Tom Dreesen had everyone in 
stitches just before dinner.  He 
was gracious on the golf 
course and wonderful at 
dinner. Thanks a million, Tom. 

What can we say about Fred 
Furth, who always adds his 
personal style and joy to our 
events? Thanks for taking the 
time to come all the way from 
Chalk Hill to help in our efforts, 
Fred. 

It was very special to see and 
spend time with our former 
teachers and coaches, as well 

Wildcat Open Highlighted by Dinner Honoring  
Retired Faculty 
  
 

as with their guests:  Bob 
Anderson, Frank Bauman 
(who regrettably could not 
attend due to illness), Joyce 
Broo Upton, Willie Brown, Bill 
Burleson, Frank Eccles, Joan 
Greenwood, Tom Hanrahan, 
Toby Hightower, Don O’Brien, 
and (represented by his 
daughter Debra Purden) Bill 
Purden.  We hope they enjoyed 
the evening as much as we 
enjoyed having them with us. 

Our deepest thanks go to you, 
the people who care about the 
students at Thornton and their 
futures. Your efforts in 
supporting TALF are priceless!! 
  
Thanks to Our Sponsors 
So much of the success of the 
Wildcat Open is owed to the 
tremendous contributions of our 
sponsors.  
 
Title Sponsor:  
Navistar International Corp 
 
Dinner Sponsor:  
Fred Bartlit ‘50 & Jana Bartlit 
 
Brunch Sponsor:  
IBM 
 
Sommelier Sponsors 
John Toigo ‘67—Toigo Group 
Chuck Lockhart---Oenos, Ltd. 
John Cacciato - Bacchus Wines 
Ron Sales ’67 - Bacchus Wines 
Patrick and Jane Martin ’67 
 
Cocktail Hour Sponsor 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers 
 
Golf Sponsor 
Arvin Meritor 
 
Event Sponsor 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch 
 
Purple Sponsors 
Dr. J. Kamala Buckner ’68, 
District 205 Superintendent 
Franczek Radelet, P.C. 

White Sponsors 
Morris & Sons 
Paige Bus Enterprises./Illinois 
School Bus Co./Kickert School 
Bus Line - Joint Venture 
 
Bronze Sponsors 
The District 205 Academic 
Enrichment Foundation 
LB Steel 
Peters & Associates 
 
Cup Sponsors 
100 Women for Harvey, Inc. 
American Eagle Steel 
Arbor Management, Inc. 
Kay Bush ’61 
Citizens Financial Bank 
June Courtney 
Chicago International Trucks 
Dutch Valley Landscape, Inc. 
Helsel-Jepperson Electrical, Inc. 
Illinois Time Recorder Company 
Jennifer C. Karrson 
Don Masterson 
Harry W. Oryhon ‘66, Old Oak 
Dental Center 
Janet Reali 
Joseph C. Szabo 
Chris Thomas ’66, CFP 
Ameriprise Financial 
Thornton Township Supervisors 
Walt’s Food Center 
 
Patrons 
Steve Bogdas 
Robert Caress 
Cindy Endsley 
Glenwood Paint & Wallpaper 
Larry Halagiere 
Kathleen & John Hunter 
Kirtley Technology Corporation 
Beatrice Vandenberg Crane-
Mahaffey 
Mark & Susan Riester 
R.J.B. Properties, Inc. 
TTHS Golden Anniversary Class 
of 1949 c/o—Dick Condon 
John Zanotelli 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The TTHS SophistiCats 
performed prior to the golf 
outing at Calumet C.C. 

Former Guidance Counselors, 
Toby Hightower and Bill Burleson 
catch up before dinner and the 
ceremony honoring them. 

 

Former English Dept. faculty, 
Joan Greenwood, was among the 
honorees at the reception and 
dinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a partial team reunion for 
the4th place in the state ’65 boys 
basketball team with coach Bob 
Anderson, Ken Whitted ’65, 
Meryl Ayers ’65, Dr. Victor 
Jackson ’65.   

 
Save the Date! 

2010 Wildcat Open Date Set 
Monday, September 20th 
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Navistar CEO Dan Ustian ’68 and Dist. 
205 Superintendent Dr. Kamala 
Buckner ’68 cut the ribbon to open the 
Thornton Township Academy of Truck 
and Diesel Technology – Powered by 
Navistar.   
 

It was a great gathering and 
a great occasion in the 
Technical Building on 
November 8, 2009, when the 
Thornton Township 
Academy of Truck and 
Diesel Technology—
Powered by Navistar 
celebrated its grand opening!   
 
This comprehensive three-
year training program 
(sophomore through senior 
year) will qualify male and 
female graduates to enter 
the work force as certified 
first-year truck and diesel 
repair technicians, a good-
paying occupation in which 
jobs are virtually always 
available.  A number of these 
students will also be able to 
use their training as a 
foundation for pursuing 
higher education degrees in 
engineering and other 
scientific/technical fields.   
 

Navistar Brings Truck and Diesel Program to Thornton! 
 

We had the great fortune of two more speakers 
at the end of the ’08 – ’09 school year: 
 
Dr. Quincy Moore ‘68 captured the students’ 
interest when he asked a male and female 
student where they saw themselves in ten 
years. The young man said he planned to be a 
chemist, and the young woman said her career 
goal was in the medical field.  This role playing 
kicked off the theme of Quincy’s talk: the 
importance of developing positive self-images 
and envisaging for themselves fulfilling, 
productive futures. 
 
There was a visible sense of uplift on the part of 
the students when Quincy, expressing his belief 
in them and their ability to achieve their goals, 
told each and every one of them, “You have no 
idea of the greatness in your life.”  But such 
greatness, he made clear, would come only if 
the students worked hard at achieving their 
goals and developed an attitude for success.  
Don’t let personal or social obstacles, don’t let 
failures stop you from succeeding, he said.  
“Yesterday,” Quincy told the students, “should 
never define your tomorrows.”  
 
In concluding his talk, he assured this current 
generation of Thornton students that they had 
all the necessary skills and talents to excel in 

Dr. Quincy Moore and Fred Bartlit revisit TTHS as 
Distinguished Speakers  
 

The program has gotten off to a 
terrific start, with every available 
class slot being filled, and the 
pride that night of both the 
parents and the young, hopeful 
technicians (in their shirts and 
ties and their shop coats) was 
quite inspiring to behold.   
 
Each of the speakers--Dan 
Ustian, Navistar CEO, Rodger 
Jackson, Technical Programs 
Outreach Manager at Navistar, 
Dr. Kamala Buckner, District 
205 Superintendent, Dr. 
Betheny Lyke, Thornton’s 
principal, Terry Wells, Thornton 
instructor, and Mike Sinde, 
Diesel Program Coordinator— 
emphasized the great impact 
this program will have on the 
lives of the students and on the 
quality of life in the local 
communities.   
 
Already talks are underway with 
nearby South Suburban College 

to begin a truck and diesel 
training program for adults.   
Much credit and much praise 
go to Dr. Buckner for her 
energetic leadership in the 
planning and implementation 
of this program.   
 
And of course TALF 
expresses its greatest thanks 
and its admiration for the 
incomparable support of Dan 
Ustian and Navistar.  In 
bringing the truck and diesel 
program to Thornton and to 
the Technical Building, where 
vocational training programs 
have largely disappeared 
over the years, Dan and 
Navistar are providing 
meaningful opportunities for 
young students to become 
socially productive, 
successful adults. 
 
 

high school and well beyond.  
 
“One of the top attorneys in the world,” said 
Lorna Propes, who introduced Fred Bartlit for 
his talk with students, which got everyone’s 
attention. Fred ‘50 told them that they had 
something that many people don’t have. 
Harvey was a hard place to grow up in when he 
was young, and it’s even harder now, he said. 
“But if Obama could grow up to overcome the 
obstacles he faced as a youth,” Fred said, “you 
can achieve great things, too.”   
 
In being from Harvey, Fred told the students, 
“the asset you have in you is the same asset I 
had in me: You’ve survived serious challenges, 
and in this process you’ve become stronger.”  
While in high school, Fred said he was often 
made fun of and was given little chance to 
succeed, but even though he had no idea of 
exactly how, he always held to his belief that he 
could accomplish something.  Be proud to be 
different, Fred advised, and look at the world 
through your own eyes, not that of the crowd.  
And remember, Fred told the appreciative 
students, “People that come out of Thornton 
are not ordinary people.”   
 
We thank both of our speakers so very much 
for coming back to Thornton and offering 
students their inspiring thoughts.  

 

 

 

 

 
Dr. Quincy Moore ’68 (right) visits 
with students after his Distinguished 
Speakers talk in March 2009. 

Fred Bartlit ’50 delivers his 
Distinguished Speakers talk with 
TTHS students in May 2009. 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Membership Level 
Associate 
Purple 
K.I.P. Circle 

Contribution Form 
 
To all of you who have supported TALF this past year, and beyond, we offer our sincere appreciation. It is only with your support 
that the Legacy Fund is able to continue improving the quality of the education provided at TTHS today, while also building an 
endowment fund to provide ongoing long-term support. We hope you will consider helping us reach our goals by making a gift today.  
 
Clip this box and return it with payment to “Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund.” Below you may direct your funds toward 
specific uses: 

_ Yes, I would like to support TALF at the following level: $ ____________.  Select one of the following: 
_____ Apply my gift toward an immediate need or specific project 
_____ Deposit my gift into the general fund 20 – 30 % immediate, 70 - 80% endowment 

_ Yes, I would like to attend the golf outing and/or Alumni Day. Please make sure I receive my invitation. 
 
Name   __________________________________ Graduating Class:  _______ 
Street Address:  __________________________________ Email Address:   ______________________ 
City, St  Zip: __________________________________ 

TALF is a registered 501(c)(3) charity. We are a full-fledged, independent non-profit organization. Donations are tax deductible.  

TALF Funds Launch New Generation of Men Student Group 

Contributions may be mailed 
to our office at: 
 
Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 
833 West Jackson Blvd. 
Suite 200 
Chicago, IL 60607 
 

PHONE: 
(312) 334-3109 

 
E-MAIL: 

talf@district205.net 
 
The gift is tax deductible.  
 
Our website is also new and 
improved. There, you can read 
news, view many more 
photos, and make online 
donations. 

Visit us at: 
www.tthslegacyfund.com/ 

 
 

Thornton Students Honor Outstanding Thornton Alumni 
 TALF’s Distinguished Speakers Series has not only has brought accomplished alumni and 
current Thornton students together, but the Series has spurred great pride among these 
students in the achievements of Thornton’s many talented graduates.   
 
This great interest and enthusiasm on the part of the students has led to the creation of the 
Thornton Hall of Fame.  The initial Hall of Fame honorees include the great Lou Boudreau, 
Betty Robinson, the first American woman to win a gold medal in track (in 1928), Bill 
Hayes, Tom Dreesen, Fred Furth, Lorna Propes, Claude Steele, Shelby Steele, Wendy 
White, the Mighty Dells, Antwaan Randle El, Suzzanne Douglass, Lupe Fiasco, and Dan 
Ustian.   
 
The Hall of Fame has only recently been established, and so there are numerous other 
names (with accompanying photos) to be added to this wonderful expression of Thornton 
pride across generations of Thornton students.  With so many outstanding graduates, 
pictures of the Hall of Fame honorees may one day cover all the walls in Thornton!  
 
Located in the main corridor just south of the tunnel, the “Hall” is something you will not 
want to miss on your next visit to Thornton.  All the funding for the materials and the labor 
to create the Hall of Fame was donated by the class of 2008.   
 
Hats off to the 2008 class!  Hats off to the Thornton students and staff and to Thornton’s 
principal, Dr. Betheny Lyke, for the creation of the Hall of Fame!  Hats off to all the present 
and future inductees to the Hall of Fame!   
 

Last spring, TALF funded a new student group called New Generation of Men, an organization whose goals include reducing the 
proportion of adolescent males who participate in at-risk behaviors, improving retention and graduation rates, increasing literacy 
and matriculation to college, teaching self-sufficiency, and providing an atmosphere for healthy relationship building.  
 
In October of this year, we were thrilled to see that the group is already making a difference. Principal Lyke sent us an invitation 
from NGM to TTHS faculty and staff members offering free coffee and donuts one morning in October, served by the young men. 
Dr. Lyke sees that the group is already impacting the school by “bridging social gaps” between staff and students. 
 
The invitation included a set of beliefs that the group wrote: “Gentle men are patient, kind, do not envy, do not boast, are not 
proud, are not rude, are not self-seeking, are not easily angered. Gentlemen keep no records of wrong doing.”  
 
What uplifting news to hear, and what uplifting evidence that your donations are making a difference! 
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The past 5 years have seen TALF rapidly 
progress from a start-up effort into a stable, yet 
fast-growing asset for TTHS.  
 
With an increasing amount of responsibility to 
manage, the Board identified the need for a part-
time Executive Director, a person to lead our 
events, act as an administrator, and at the same 
time be the face of our organization, and 
capitalize on our early financial development 
successes. 
 
It is with great pride that we announce the hiring 
of Kathryn (Kay) Benacka – Rampke ’70, who 
embodies all of the qualities we sought. 
 
Kay, of course, is no stranger to TTHS as a 1970 
 

TALF Announces the Hiring of Kay Benacka–Rampke 
’70 as Executive Director to Lead Growth 

The Thornton Alumni 
Legacy Fund, a 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization, is 
dedicated to preserving 
the past and ensuring the 
future of Thornton 
Township High School. 

Our mission is to create 

About Our Organization… 

Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 
TALF Officers 
President: 
Jane Halagiere‐Martin ’67  

Vice President: 
Harry Oryhon ’66 

Secretary: 
Jan Gee Bohacek ’66 

Treasurer: 
Lorna Propes ’62 

 
TALF Board Members 
Kay Barnhill‐Bush ’61 
Richard Condon ’49 
Jerry Doss ‘00 
Eric Fox ‘69 
Chris LaVette‐Thomas ‘66 
Dale Mize ‘70 
Gabrielle Rose ‘73 
Linnetta Taylor ‘68 
LaMarr Thomas ‘66 
 
Associate Members 
Jeffery Clark ‘88 
Carl Durnavich ’68 
Jeanne (Emma) Franks ‘67 
Harry Hall ‘65 
Ray Jakubiak ‘66 
Alan Nudo ‘66 
Randy Ramsey ‘73 
Merry Ring‐Brayman ’61 
Homer Thomas ‘63 
John Thompson ‘67 
Glenda Buss‐Dillman ’57 (In 
Memoriam) 
 
Honorary Members 
Barbara Boudreau‐Golaszewski ’57 
Tom Dreesen ’57 
Napoleon Harris ’97 
Bill Hayes ’42 
Virginia Seidel ’66 
Dan Ustian ’68 
 
 THORNTON ALUMNI LEGACY FUND 

833 West Jackson Blvd 
Suite 200 

Chicago, IL 60607-3015 

NAME 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY, ST  22134 

  
an endowment in excess 
of $1 million to provide 
financial support for 
under-funded academic 
and extracurricular 
programs now and in the 
future.  

Our bylaws require that 

70% – 80% of our funds 
be allocated to the 
permanent endowment to 
benefit the school while 
the remaining 20% – 30% 
may be spent to address 
immediate needs. 
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graduate. She has a masters in education, an 
administrative certificate, and has 30 years of 
experience as a teacher and administrator at 
our sister school, Thornridge. 
 
“We are thrilled to find someone of Kay’s 
caliber to lead our efforts, continue building 
on our momentum, and maximize the 
potential for TALF’s future,” said Jane 
Halagiere-Martin, President of TALF. 
  
Kay has been married for 31 years to her 
husband, Wayne, and they have a 27-year-
old daughter, Katie.  
 
Welcome, Kay!  We are so happy to have you 
join our team! 

Alumni Day is coming!         Alumni Day is coming!        Alumni Day is Coming! 
One Friday in early May (we’ll soon send word on the exact date) TTHS and TALF will be 
holding the first annual Alumni Day.  The schedule of events includes the formal dedication of 
the Hall of Fame, a giant assembly of Thornton alumni and students in the auditorium, with 
Tom Dreesen emceeing the program, and a dinner dance later that evening.  We hope you’ll 
make plans to come join old classmates, teachers, and friends for a day to celebrate all things 
Thornton!  
 


