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Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 
“Everywhere we look, caring hands have preceded us.”  
G.B. Shaw 

The drives were flying long 
and straight and putts were 
rolling smoothly into the cup 
– at least for our winning 
teams. But regardless of the 
final scores, the big winner 
at the 3rd Annual Wildcat 
Open was the Thornton 
Alumni Legacy Fund!  
 
With the gracious support of 
alumni and sponsors, the 
2008 outing was a 
tremendous success. 
Almost $80,000 was raised 
while attendees enjoyed a 
great day of golf, food, and 
entertainment at Calumet 
Country Club! 
 
Save the Date 
Plans are already in the 
works for this year! Monday, 
September 14, 2009 has 
been set for the 4th Annual 
Wildcat Open at Calumet 
Country Club in Homewood, 
IL. Watch for further details 
to follow. 
 
Outing Highlights  
- Capping off the hearty 
lunch, guests were 
entertained by a delightful 
dance routine performed by 
the SophistiCats, a female 
dance troupe that was 
established through the 
generous donations of our 
alumni. 
 
- Before dinner, TTHS 
musician Terry Tritt ’66 
played the saxophone with 
a guitar accompanist during 
cocktails. Dinner music was 
provided by TTHS senior 
and state-award-winning 
musician Len’I Glenn ’09 
and her combo. 

TALF’s Wildcat Open Hits A Winning Drive!! 
Attendees and Sponsors, Led by Navistar International, Enjoy a Fun Day in 
Support of the Legacy Fund     

- While the 200 or so guests 
were entertained, they 
enjoyed a delicious buffet 
dinner that included broiled 
salmon, beef tenderloin and 
turkey carving stations, two 
pasta stations, bistro 
vegetables, and mini 
pastries. 
 
 - The live auction included 
a spectacular week-long trip 
to the Toigo family winery in 
Tuscany, Italy.  This 
wonderful gift was 
generously donated by 
Thornton alum, John Toigo 
'67 and Toigo Group, 
Int., who also very 
generously donated two 
bottles of wine for each 
table. Toigo's wines may 
now be purchased at Scott's 
Market in Chicago Heights, 
IL. Thank you John and 
team! 
 
- Prior to the live auction, 
TALF's president, Jane 
Halagiere-Martin, presented 
Tom Dreesen's new book, 
Tim and Tom: An American 
Comedy in Black and White, 
as a gift of appreciation to 
the golf outing's major 
sponsors.  Each of the 
sponsors was delighted to 
receive this absolutely 
engaging book, and we 
encourage all of you to treat 
yourselves to a copy of 
Tom's book about the 
depths and the heights of 
Tom's and Tim's 
groundbreaking and 
successful show business 
career. The book is co-
authored by Tom, Tim Reid 
and Ron Rappoport. 
  

Thanks to Our Sponsors 
So much of the success of the 
Wildcat Open is owed to the 
tremendous contributions of 
our sponsors.  
 
Event: Navistar International 
 
Dinner: Huron Consulting 
 
Lunch: PricewaterhouseCoopers 
 
Purple 
Franczek Sullivan 
Henrickson Trucking 
Virchow Krause 
 
Bronze 
Illinois School Bus Co. 
LB Steel 
Pat Martin & Jane Halagiere  
Quantum Global Advisors 
 
Cup 
Kay Bush 
Center Line Design Construction 
Citizen’s Bank 
Constellation Energy 
Dutch Valley Landscape, Inc 
Emcor Services Midwest, Inc. 
Eugene Matthews, Inc. 
Mark T. Garry 
Incite Graphics 
Glenwood Paint 
Jefrey Products 
Judy Meyer 
Old Oak Dental Center 
Randy Ramsey 
Thornton Township 
Walt’s Food Center 
 
Patrons 
Class of ’49, c/o Dick Condon 
Glenwood Paint 
Helsel-Jepperson 
Illinois Time Recorder Co. 
Legat Architects 
Lippert Inc. 
Mitchell Steel 
Peters & Associates 
Precision Controls 
 
Anonymous TTHS Alumnus, ’66 
 
 
 
 
 

The SophistiCats entertained 
during lunch with their latest 
dance routine. 

Cheerleaders exuded that 
familiar Wildcat spirit while selling 
more than $1000 worth of raffle 
tickets for TALF. 

 

The Calumet Country Club was 
such a beautiful setting for the 
outing that we have already 
reserved it for 2009! 
 

 

 

Attendees enjoyed 
themselves in the dining 
room prior to dinner. 
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Keri Teplitzsky, NFTE Chicago’s 

Program Manager, instructs students in 
the Principles of Entrepreneurship class. 

Last spring, J. David 
Nelson ’59 made a 
presentation to TTHS 
students in our 
Distinguished Speaker 
Series. Mr. Nelson serves 
as C.O.O. of the National 
Foundation for Teaching 
Excellence. The program 
so impressed everyone   
that it has been adopted 
as a pilot this year!  
 
The initial course, 
Principles of 
Entrepreneurship, fits 
within the District 205 
business education 
framework. Taught by an 
award-winning 
entrepreneur, Ricardo D. 
Johnson, the course 
focuses on 
entrepreneurship issues 

TTHS Entrepreneurship Course Helps Students 
Develop Key Business Skills 
 

The Distinguished Speaker Series is rolling 
along this year with several engaging 
presentations. Portfolio Manager, Bob 
Perkins '58 got students’ attention when 
they learned that his firm manages over 10 
billion dollars in assets!  And his advice to 
develop a modest savings plan and stick to 
it helped them see how they could build 
tremendous savings of their own.   
 
Bob said his years at Thornton were the 
best years of his life.  Perhaps the most 
valuable lesson he left with the students: 
Use these years to build a firm foundation 
for a successful, rewarding adult life.  

"Set your heart on what you want to be."  
These wise words were part of the 
inspiring talk by Dr. Victor Jackson, '65. He 
encouraged students that they, too, could 
become doctors or whatever else they 
might choose.  He recounted how, early on 
he felt that medical school would be too 
difficult, but through the support of his 
teachers at TTHS and college he 
committed himself to the hard work 
necessary to gain his medical degree. He 

Distinguished Speaker Series Continues to Bring 
Insights from Alumni 
 

and small business 
management.   
 
Currently, there are 51 
students participating in 
the NFTE program at 
Thornton!  Students are 
learning skills to 
effectively organize, 
develop, create, and 
manage their own 
businesses.   
 
The culminating project is 
to develop a business 
plan for a new business 
operation of each 
student’s choice.  On 
November 13th, our 
students participated in a 
NFTE-sponsored Product 
Innovation Expo in which 
they demonstrated a new 
business opportunity in 

such categories as Best 
Prototype, Best Use of 
Technology, and Best 
Adaptation of an Existing 
Product or Service.   
 
Next semester our student 
presenters will enter these 
business opportunities in 
the local NFTE business 
plan competitions.  
 
Tremendous thanks to the 
NFTE staff, Ricardo 
Johnson, J. David Nelson, 
and TTHS staff for giving 
our students access to 
such a proven pathway to 
future success! 
 
We look forward to 
reporting the results of the 
students’ projects in future 
newsletters! 
 

encouraged students to overcome their 
doubts and believe in themselves. 

Dr. J. Kamala Buckner, '68, District 205 
Superintendent, gave a thoughtful and 
moving talk. Kamala emphasized that 
students must never "let anyone else 
define their destinies."  She illustrated this 
point with a story from her freshman year 
at Thornton. She was placed in a remedial 
English class and some doubted whether 
she would complete high school.  But 
Kamala refused to accept such negative 
assessments, and went on to graduate 
sixty-fifth in her class, earn her BA, MA 
and Ph.D. Eventually Kamala became the 
first female superintendent of a high 
school district in Illinois.  Kamala ended on 
a resoundingly positive note: That great 
people had come out of Thornton and that 
with hard work and focus on their goals the 
students in the room could represent 
another great class of graduates"!

We thank all of our speakers for their 
unique presentations and for their common 
theme of encouragement and inspiration. 

 
 

 

 

 

Bob Perkins ’58 talks about his TTHS 
experience and offers advice on 

investing and success in life overall. 

 

Feb. 20th, TALF held Alumni Night and 
watched the Boys basketball team 

handily beat Thornwood. Afterward, 
alums gathered at Napoleon Harris’ 
Beggar’s Pizza location in Harvey. 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Membership Level Annual Contribution Benefit 
Associate $25 TALF Membership Card, Recognition in Newsletter, Website 
Purple $100 Associate + Wildcat Pin 
Wildcat $250 Purple + Hand Carved & Bronzed Medallion, Event Discounts 
K.I.P. Circle $1000 Wildcat + 2 Tickets to Annual Event & Special Recognition 

The TTHS community suffered a great loss when Simone Robinson, ’05, 
passed away from wounds suffered in an attack during her service in 
Afghanistan. Simone and her team were providing security for a fuel 
truck in Kabul, when a suicide bomber attacked. 
 
Robinson served in the Illinois National Guard, Company G, 634th 
Brigade. She is survived by her two-year-old daughter. With heavy 
hearts, we offer our condolences to her family and eternal thanks for her 
service to our country.  
 

Simone Robinson, ’05, Dies Serving Her Country  

 

Contribution and Membership Sign-up Registration Form 
 
As you can see by the enclosed list of TALF supporters, this effort is not solely the work of a small committee. We are grateful to our 
hundreds of supporters. And it is only through their generosity that we can achieve our short and long term goals. We understand 
that these economic times are difficult for many. The TTHS communities are also suffering at this time, and our help is needed now 
more than ever. Please consider helping us reach our goals by becoming a member or renewing your membership today. 
 
Clip this box and return it with payment to “Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund.” Below you may direct your funds toward 
specific uses: 

_ Yes, I would like to become a TALF member at the following level: $ ____________.  Select one of the 
following: 

_____ Apply my gift toward an immediate need or specific project 
_____ Deposit my gift into the general fund 20 – 30 % immediate, 70 - 80% endowment 

_ Yes, I would like to attend the golf outing and/or dinner auction. Please make sure I receive my invitation. 
 
Name   __________________________________ Graduating Class:  _______ 
Street Address:  __________________________________ Email Address:   ______________________ 
City, St  Zip: __________________________________ 
 

Please note: If you are already a member and have not received your membership cards and/or other perks please let us know. 

TALF is a registered 501(c)(3) charity. We are a full-fledged, independent non-profit organization. Donations are tax deductible.  

Membership Drive Continues After Impressive Launch 

Contributions may be mailed 
to our office at: 
 
Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 
833 West Jackson Blvd. 
Suite 200 
Chicago, IL 60607 
 

PHONE: 
(312) 334-3109 

 
E-MAIL: 

talf@district205.net 
 
The gift is tax deductible. 
Membership cards and other 
perks will be mailed within 
four weeks of payment being 
received. 

 
Visit us at: 

www.tthslegacyfund.com/ 
 
 

 

Random TTHS News & Notes 
-  Student PSAE scores improved beyond the Safe Harbor Target in 2008. Reading scores improved by 
29%, Math by 123%! 

- Boys Basketball is ranked #1 in the state, 20th in the nation heading into the state tourney. 

- Coach Bill Mosel will be inducted into the Illinois High School Football Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame for 23 seasons, .668 winning percentage and 161 – 80 record. 

-  Len’I Glenn stayed with Jane Halagiere-Martin ’67 while auditioning at the Jacob’s School of Music at 
Indiana University. She is also finalist for the Gates Millenium Scholarship. 

- The condition of the athletic training room is severely run down. Some examples include: broken weight 
machines and exercise bikes, drainage overflows, no heat or air conditioning. If you are interested in 
contributing to a fund for a minimal renovation, please contact TALF at 312.334.3109. 

- Four members of the Speech Team were state finalists this year, extending Thornton’s winning legacy! 
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Glenda Sue Buss-Dillman (1939-2008), a 
cherished member of Thornton Alumni 
Legacy Fund Board, recently passed away.  
Glenda will be remembered for her valuable 
contributions to TALF and her unwavering 
support of TALF’s mission.   
 
Her purple and white outfits were standouts at 
all TALF events. Glenda's longtime 
commitment to Thornton Township High 
School was evident in her willingness to work 
on all TALF projects in many capacities. She 
also was TALF's historian, keeping 
meticulous records of each and every event. 
 
Glenda's vitality will be greatly missed and we 
extend our sincere condolences to her family. 

In Memoriam: Glenda Sue Buss-Dillman, ‘57 

The Thornton Alumni 
Legacy Fund, a 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization, is 
dedicated to preserving 
the past and ensuring the 
future of Thornton 
Township High School. 

Our mission is to create 

About Our Organization… 

Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 

TALF Officers 
President: 
Jane Halagiere‐Martin ’67  

Vice President: 
Harry Oryhon ’66 

Secretary: 
Jan Gee Bohacek ’66 

Treasurer: 
Lorna Propes ’62 

 
TALF Board Members 
Kay Barnhill‐Bush ’61 
Glenda Buss‐Dillman ’57 
Jeffery Clark ’88 
Richard Condon ’49 
Jerry Doss ‘00 
Carl Durnavich ’68 
Jeanne (Emma) Franks ‘67 
Harry Hall ‘65 
Ray Jakubiak ‘66 
Chris LaVette‐Thomas ‘66 
Dale Mize ‘70 
Alan Nudo ‘66 
Randy Ramsey ‘73 
Merry Ring‐Brayman ’61 
Gabrielle Rose ‘73 
Linnetta Taylor ‘68 
Homer Thomas ‘63 
LaMarr Thomas ‘66 
John Thompson ‘67 
 
Honorary Members 
Barbara Boudreau Golaszewski ’57 
Tom Dreesen ’57 
Napoleon Harris ’97 
Bill Hayes ’42 
Virginia Seidel ’66 
Dan Ustian ’68 
 
 

THORNTON ALUMNI LEGACY FUND 
833 West Jackson Blvd 

Suite 200 
Chicago, IL 60607-3015 

NAME 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY, ST  22134 

  
an endowment in excess 
of $1 million to provide 
financial support for 
under-funded academic 
and extracurricular 
programs now and in the 
future.  

Our bylaws require that 

70% – 80% of our funds 
be allocated to the 
permanent endowment to 
benefit the school while 
the remaining 20% – 30% 
may be spent to address 
immediate needs. 
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The Thornton Alumni Legacy also expresses its deepest sympathies to Peggy 
Brazley and the Brazley family on the loss of William "Bill" Brazley on November 8, 
2008.  A distinguished architect, Bill was a great supporter of TALF, and to this day 
Thornton students continue to talk about the inspiring presentation Bill made to them 
as a Distinguished Speaker. He will, without question, be greatly missed. 


