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“Everywhere we look, caring hands have preceded us.”  
G.B. Shaw 

Slowly, step by painful step, 
Chuck Barksdale made his way 
to the banquet room for the first 
annual Thornton Hall of 
Fame/Alumni Day dinner on 
May 14th.  Chuck, 
appropriately enough dressed 
in a gold suit, had only recently 
had foot surgery and so could 
barely walk, but he said he was 
determined to come to this 
honorary dinner to represent 
his group, the 2010 Hall of 
Fame inductees the Dells (the 
“mighty, mighty Dells!” ‘54).  
The enthusiastic support and 
participation of Chuck 
Barksdale vividly symbolized a 
special day of Thornton Hall of 
Fame inductees and their 
families, Thornton alumni, 
Thornton students, and 
Thornton staff all coming 
together to celebrate 
Thornton’s distinguished past, 
Thornton’s many current 
accomplishments, and 
Thornton’s goals for a future of 
ever greater achievements!   
 
This exciting day began with 
the unveiling of the Hall of 
Fame photo gallery. The north 
end of the main corridor was 
thronged with Hall of Famers 
and well-wishers as the 
Principal, Dr. Betheny Lyke, 
pulled away the covering to 
display the Hall of Fame 
photos.  From “the Great One,” 
Lou Boudreau ’35 to Grammy-
award-winner Lupe Fiasco ‘00 
the Hall of Fame gallery 
provides a stirring, well-earned 
tribute to a wide array of 
Thornton alumni and faculty.  
Perhaps  most important, the 
Hall of Fame gallery puts 
directly before the students 
eyes one example after 
another of excellence from 
varied career fields, of 
dedicated educators, and  of 
what Thornton graduates can 
and do achieve!  
 
After the dedication, 200+ 
attendees gathered in the 

First Annual Alumni Day Celebrates TTHS, Honors 
Alums and Faculty 

Thornton gym.  The Thornton 
Culinary Arts students (this is 
the first year of the program), 
directed by Chef Shane Parker 
and assisted by Mynda Tracy, 
prepared a delightful lunch.  
Prior to the meal, Rosalyn 
Lewis, co-chair of the Hall of 
Fame Committee, spoke in 
praise of the Hall of Fame 
inductees for their importance 
as inspiring role models for 
current Thornton students.    
 
From the gym everyone walked 
across the street and down the 
main corridor to the Auditorium 
for the Hall of Fame/Alumni 
Day assembly, where the 
inductees were introduced to 
the juniors and seniors.  The 
following 2010 Hall of Famers 
were present: Fred Bartlit, Jr. 
Esq. ’50, Dr. William Bielby ’64, 
Peggy Brazley (representing 
her late husband, William ‘61), 
Dr. J. Kamala Buckner ’68, Bill 
Burleson, faculty, Tom Dreesen 
’57, Frank Eccles, faculty, Joan 
Greenwood, faculty,  Tom 
Hanrahan, faculty, Dr. Bill 
Hayes ’42, Dr. Victor Jackson 
’65,  Maurice Joshua ’68, J. 
David Nelson ’59,  Don 
O’Brien, faculty, Bob Perkins 
’58, Lorna Propes Esq. ‘62, Bill 
Purden, faculty, ’46, Patrick 
Sims ’93, Morris “Butch” 
Stewart ’71, John Toigo ’67, 
Reginald Torian ’68, Roger 
Triemstra ’47, Joyce Broo 
Upton, faculty, and Dan Ustian 
’68. 
 
The concert band, directed by 
Francisco Dean, brought the 
entire audience to its feet with 
their rousing rendition of the 
TTHS fight song!  Two 
Thornton seniors, Husnaa 
Vhora and Javon Smith, were 
the masters of ceremonies, and 
both these speech students did 
a very laudable job of 
introducing the Hall of Fame 
inductees.  The featured 
speaker was Tom Dreesen, 
and famed comedian that he is, 

he quickly had the students and 
guests bursting out in laughter.   
Maurice Joshua, a 2004 
Grammy-award winning music 
producer, the “Remix King” 
himself,  followed Tom, and 
immediately he had the crowd 
tapping their feet and moving to 
the club music he used as 
background to a biographical 
DVD that showed the artists that 
he’s worked with.   
 
TALF president Eric Fox next 
took the stage, and he asked all 
the seniors to stand, and he then 
welcomed the class of 2010 as 
the newest group of Thornton 
alumni.  Eric encouraged these 
seniors to think about joining 
TALF, and to think about “what 
Thornton has given to you in your 
development and then think about 
giving back to your school.” 
 
This theme of reaching back to 
give back was repeated and 
reaffirmed at the dinner dance 
program by many.  Then Tom 
Dreesen once again regaled the 
dinner dance attendees with his 
unique brand of humor that 
always includes Tom’s hilarious 
references to his days of growing 
up in Harvey.  Then an extra 
special moment that evening 
came when Bill Hayes wowed the 
dinner dance audience with an 
energy-charged solo that had 
everyone clapping their hands, 
and the moment became even 
more special when his lovely and 
talented wife Susan Seaforth 
Hayes (Bill and Susan are the 
famed “Doug and Julie” from 
Days of Our Lives) joined him for 
a sparkling duet—all a cappella, 
and all delightful! 
 
What an inspiring event and one 
we will repeat next year. If you 
would like to suggest a Hall of 
Fame nominee, please let us 
know. And please visit our 
website for the full list of 
inductees, as well as more details 
and photos of the day. 
 

Tom Dreesen, Susan Seaforth 
Hayes, and Bill Hayes attended 
and performed at Alumni Day. 

 

Hall of Fame inductees gathered at 
the Alumni Day festivities. 

From L to R: Bill Purden, Roger 
Triemstra, Tom Hanrahan, Morris 

“Butch” Stewart ‘71, William Bielby 
‘64, J. David Nelson ‘59, and Frank 

Eccles (partially cut off) 

Judge George Marovich ‘48 (L), 
Lorna Propes ’62, and Fred Bartlit 
Jr. ‘50 attended the Hall of Fame 
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205 Superintendent Dr. Kamala 
Buckner ’68 cut the ribbon to open the 

The first year for the 
Thornton Township 
Academy of Truck and 
Diesel Technology—
Powered by Navistar was a 
sterling success!  Forty-eight 
sophomores signed up for 
the class, and all completed 
the first of this three-year 
comprehensive truck and 
diesel technician training 
program.  In addition, these 
students in twelve teams of 
four took apart twelve diesel 
engines consisting each of 
560-plus parts, put these 

Inaugural Year of Navistar Technology Program a Major 
Success! 

“Chase your dream, and figure out how you 
can get there.”  These words of motivation, of 
encouragement, were part of the superb talk 
that Roger Wexelberg ’77 gave last fall to a 
group of Thornton students that included a 
core segment involved or interested in some 
aspect of baseball—including two female 
students who expressed interest in becoming 
baseball announcers.  Roger is the president 
and general manager of the minor league 
baseball team the Gary RailCats. He told the 
students that the most important part of 
achieving their goals is their education.  “Use 
your education,” Roger said, “to help you 
accomplish your dreams.”  At his conclusion 
Roger invited all the students to attend a 
baseball game at the Steelyard in Gary. This 
invitation extends as well to all our alumni to 
come out to a fabulous $45-million stadium, 
which has set attendance records for sports 
events in Northwest Indiana.  It is an 
absolutely great site for a family outing, a class 
reunion, and for all manner of other special 
occasions.  To find out more about Roger and 
the RailCats, visit their web site at 
www.railcatsbaseball.com.   
 
Despite one of the worst snow storms we’ve 
had in years, which resulted in the closing of a 
number of schools (not Thornton, though) 
John Butler ’65 through a determined effort 
kept his commitment to come speak before the 
Thornton students in early January.  In his 
thoughtful discussion, John, a retired teacher, 
outlined the benefits of the Socratic teaching 
approach.  Through the exchange of ideas 
within a group, everyone in the group is 
elevated, he said. “The varying perspectives 
within a group,” John said, “enrich the 
understanding of all participants.”  John then 
spoke to the great tradition of learning and 

Distinguished Speakers Impart Words of Wisdom,
Inspiration to Students

engines back together again, 
and afterwards the students 
successfully started all twelve 
rebuilt engines!   
 
The instructors, Earl Powell, 
and James Dawson are both to 
be commended on their 
excellent job of instructing and 
cultivating the best in these 
young students.  To be 
commended as well are the two 
Engine Category (“Blue 
Smoke”) Award Winners: Team 
5: Jade Watson, Dakhari 
Manney, Abbott Alexander, Eric 
Wilson, and Alejandro Martinez. 
Team 12: Luis Valenzuela , 

Quintin Bonner, Quintin 
Glass, and Brandon Randell; 
and the Electrical Category 
(“High Voltage”) Award 
winners: Alex Bosley, Michael 
Rotoloni, Jacob Meister, and 
Mango Nicolson.  Last and 
certainly not least, high 
commendations go to the 
Overall Performance Winners 
(“Mr. Navistar”), Alejandro 
Martinez and James Morris.  
 
Heartiest congratulations to 
all the students and staff in 
the diesel program and 
continued success next year!
 

accomplishment at Thornton.  He never 
missed school, he said.  He told the students 
that Thornton was a place of great teachers, 
great administrators, and a great student body. 
John then called on the students to take 
advantage of this tradition of excellence, of the 
many benefits a Thornton education has to 
offer so that they could ”pass the baton on in 
good shape to the next generation of Thornton 
students.”  
 
Dr. Willie Rucker ’75 in his compelling 
presentation told the students that he and his 
family were sharecroppers in Mississippi 
before the family moved to Harvey in 1970.  
“One of the best things that ever happened to 
me was attending Thornton,” Dr. Rucker said.  
Nothing is impossible in today’s world, he 
assured the students.  “We can overcome 
poverty, hunger, race. There are no excuses,” 
he said.  At one point he must have felt that he 
was back taking his dental board exams the 
way he was “drilled” with so many questions 
from the inquisitive, enthusiastic group of 
students.  In addition to expertly answering 
these questions, Dr. Rucker also advised the 
students to set goals, to write those goals 
down, but to always have more than one 
option for their career paths.  “KIP, Dr. Rucker 
said, “was taken seriously when I walked the 
halls of Thornton.”  He told the students that 
they, too, should realize the fundamental 
importance of acquiring knowledge.  In 
concluding his talk Dr. Rucker told the 
students, “Respect your teachers, and move 
from stage to stage of achievement as you 
work to reach your goals.”   
 

Roger Wexelberg ’77 and LaMarr Thomas 
‘66 meet with students after John’s talk 

John Butler ‘65 delivers his Distinguished 
Speaker talk to students in January

Students are recognized at the end of the 
first year of the Navistar program. 

Dr. Willie Rucker ’75 talks with students 
about his path to dentistry.  
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Membership Level 
Associate 
Purple 
K.I.P. Circle 

Contribution Form 
 
To all of you who have supported TALF this past year, and beyond, we offer our sincere appreciation. It is only with your support 
that the Legacy Fund is able to continue improving the quality of the education provided at TTHS today, while also building an 
endowment fund to provide ongoing long-term support. We hope you will consider helping us reach our goals by making a gift today.  
 
Clip this box and return it with payment to “Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund.” Below you may direct your funds toward 
specific uses: 

 Yes, I would like to support TALF at the following level: $ ____________.  Select one of the following: 
_____ Apply my gift toward an immediate need or specific project 
_____ Deposit my gift into the general fund 20 – 30 % immediate, 70 - 80% endowment 

 Yes, I would like to attend the golf outing and/or Alumni Day. Please make sure I receive my invitation. 
 
Name   __________________________________ Graduating Class:  _______ 
Street Address:  __________________________________ Email Address:   ______________________ 
City, St Zip:

Important Upcoming Event Dates – We hope to see you there! 
 September 20: Wildcat Open Golf Outing & Dinner   October 9: Homecoming Football Game 
 February 4, 2011: Alumni Night Basketball Game  May 13: 2011 Alumni Day/Hall of Fame Event 

Horacio Lopez Earns 2010 Marv Austin Scholarship 

Tax deductible contributions 
accepted by mail to: 
 
Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 
833 West Jackson Blvd. 
Suite 200 
Chicago, IL 60607 
 

PHONE: (312) 334-3109 
 
E-MAIL: talf@district205.net  
 
On our website you can read 
more detailed news, view 
many more photos, and make 
online donations. 
 

www.tthslegacyfund.com/ 

Network For Teaching Entrepreneurship Thriving at TTHS  
 This wonderful program has been incorporated into the TTHS 
curriculum for two years.  NFTE was brought to the attention of 
the district through alum J. David Nelson ‘59.  www.nfte.com 
 
Each year, students present a business and marketing plan to a 
panel of judges from the business world. School-level winners 
go on to Chicago Citywide competition, and then a national 
level. The first year, Chaquita Thompson reached the semi-final 
round at the Chicago Citywide level.  Her company, Dru Shoes, 
sold a blank shoe packaged with decorative materials for 
customers to custom design the shoe to fit her own personality 
and style.  Congratulations, Chaquita! 
 
This year, instructor Ricardo Johnson was honored at the 2010 
NFTE annual gala as winner of the NFTE Teacher of the Year.  
He has implemented two levels of classes and an after-school 
NFTE club.  Saleha Vhora represented TTHS this year with her 
business, House of International Cuisine. 
 
We not only encourage financial support, but also seek offers of 
other types of help, just as J. David Nelson has done--maybe 
even as a NFTE judge! 
 

The winner of the Marv Austin Scholarship for 2010, Horacio Lopez, was announced at Thornton's high school graduation ceremony on May 
29, 2010.  The Marv Austin Scholarship is awarded to a college-bound senior who has been a four-year letterman and has exhibited high 
academic performance and leadership.  It provides the selected student with $3,000 per year for four years as long as the student remains in 
good standing with their college.  The scholarship is named for Marv Austin, a gentleman from Homewood, Illinois, who was for many years 
involved in youth sports in that area. It is funded by an anonymous source and the selection process is handled by TALF’s Scholarship 
Selection Committee. 
  
Horacio, this year's winner, is a resident of Harvey, Illinois, and plans to attend St. Olaf College in Minnesota to study Spanish and music 
composition.  He has been involved in the soccer program at TTHS for four years and was the varsity soccer team 
captain his junior and senior years.  Horacio's other activities include concert and jazz band, NHS and SAVE.   With a grade point average of 
3.67, Horacio has a class rank of 41 (out of 481).  With his many accomplishments in high school, we extend our best wishes to Horacio 
for continued success in his college career. 

J. David Nelson (L), Ricardo Johnson, 
and his wife, at the NFTE Gala where 

Ricardo was honored.

Horacio Lopez, 2010 winner of the 
Marv Austin Scholarship.

mailto:talf@district205.net
http://www.tthslegacyfund.com/
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    Address Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 

Every year, TALF receives requests for funding that 
far exceeds our capacity to provide. A committee of 
people evaluates the applications and makes difficult 
choices. We are proud to present the programs that 
have been selected this year:  
 
How to Be a Lady/Gentleman:  $1500: Demonstrate 
contemporary common courtesy, manners, attitudes, 
appropriate dress, accomplishment and poise.   
Demonstrate decision‐making skills and responsible 
behaviors. 
 
DJ Club:  $750: Start a DJ Club where participation 
would be limited to those meeting academic 
standards and behavior standards.  
 
Speech Camp:  $1000: Prepare students for upcoming 
speech season.  As a result of last year’s speech 
camp, students were better prepared and placed in 
the top five of every tournament. 
 
Strength and Nutrition Specialist:  $2500: Strength 
training and conditioning programs for athletes in a 
team setting.  Also, a specialist in the field of nutrition 
and hydration needs for athletic performance.   

TALF Awards Funds for 2010 – 2011 Programs 

The Thornton Alumni Legacy 
Fund, is a separately 
incorporated 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization, 
whose purpose is to secure 
resources from TTHS alumni 
and friends to create new 
and to enhance current 
academic extracurricular 
programs. 

About Our Organization… 

Thornton Alumni Legacy Fund 
Executive Director 
     Kay Benacka Rampke ‘70 
TALF Officers 
President: 
    Eric Fox ‘69 
Vice President: 
Harry Oryhon ’66 

Secretary: 
Janet Gee Bohacek ’66 

Treasurer: 
Lorna Propes ’62 

 
TALF Board Members 
Kay Barnhill‐Bush ’61 
Richard Condon ’49 
Jerry Doss ‘00 
Jane Halagiere‐Martin ’67  
Chris LaVette‐Thomas ‘66 
Dale Mize ‘70 
Gabrielle Rose ‘73 
Linnetta Taylor ‘68 
LaMarr Thomas ‘66 
 
Associate Members 
Jeffery Clark ‘88 
Carl Durnavich ’68 
Jeanne (Emma) Franks ‘67 
Harry Hall ‘65 
Ray Jakubiak ‘66 
Alan Nudo ‘66 
Randy Ramsey ‘73 
Merry Ring‐Brayman ’61 
Homer Thomas ‘63 
John Thompson ‘67 
 
Honorary Members 
Barbara Boudreau‐Golaszewski ’57 
Tom Dreesen ’57 
Napoleon Harris ’97 
Bill Hayes ’42 
Virginia Seidel ’66 
Dan Ustian ’68 

THORNTON ALUMNI LEGACY FUND 
833 West Jackson Blvd 

Suite 200 
Chicago, IL 60607-3015 

NAME 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY, ST  22134 

TALF’s vision is to create 
and sustain an annual and 
capital funding base for 
TTHS which provides 
opportunities for Thornton 
students equal to the best 
public school districts 
anywhere. 

Our bylaws require that 70% 
– 80% of our funds be 
allocated to the permanent 
endowment to benefit the 
school while the remaining 
20% – 30% may be spent to 
address immediate needs. 

PRSRT STD 
ECR. 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 
Permit No. 1951 

Special Needs Students:  $1500: Provide field 
trips, Special Olympics support and educational 
material for Special Needs students. 
 
Video Club:  $500: Expand the video club so that 
more students can take advantage of it. This club 
is an incentive for students to do better in class. 
Most importantly, it creates an after‐school 
program for students. 
 
Music for All Summer Symposium:  $2000  
All funds will be used toward student attendance 
at the Music For All Summer Symposium.   
 
Students Against Violence Everywhere:  $500 
Educate all students about making safe, healthy, 
and positive life choices. 
 
Special Olympics:  $500: Funds for Special 
Olympic Students to participate and compete. 
 
Nano‐Chemistry Research Project:  $1000: 
Preparing our students for careers in nano‐
chemistry/medicine. 


